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Candidatesô Night 
January 28, 2008 

WSPCC 7:30 pm 
Please attend to meet and hear the Candidates for the  

2008-2009 SLWLA Board 

Moderator: Linda Tableman 

Each candidate will give a brief bio and tell his/her qualifications for the Board for 2 

minutes. Then each candidate has 2 minutes each to answer questions previously given to 

them. These questions have been prepared by the Board.  

After that, candidates will be asked questions from the audience for 1 minute per answer, 

and the number of audience questions will be dependent on time remaining. Following 

this, each candidate will have two minutes to wrap up any further comments. 

The Nominating Committee: 

Jo Nicholas, Chair 

Charlie Merical  

Betty Milligan  

Mary Price 

Ron Sickenberger 

This Committee will be in charge of the details at the meeting. Questions  from the floor 

will be reviewed by the committee and some members of  the League of Women Voters of 

Moore County. 

We are pleased that we have six candidates who have volunteered to run for three Board 

positions open this year. You will read their Bios on the next pages. We invite you all to 

attend this very important meeting: 

Jo Nicholas, Board Member and Chairperson of Nominating Committee 
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 Unfortunately photos of Carol and Jim Johnson were not available when this special 

edition was ready to print. 

 

 
 Carol Johnson 

 

     Carol and her husband, Jim, looked for a retirement location for many years before selecting the 

Beacon Ridge section of Seven Lakes West as their new home. They have been residents since 

November 2006.  Though a relatively short time resident, Carol has actively been interested in 

community activities.  Despite all of the concerns surrounding Moore Countyôs future, she feels that 

effective planning and managed growth is in the vested interest of all residents and property owners. 

      Carolôs  attributes include strong people skills and an intuitive mind.  She is married and has four 

adult children and three grandchildren.  Her interests include golf, tennis, travel, dining, wine and 

grandchildren.  Her education includes Business Administration studies at Youngstown University as 

well as at the American Institute of Banking. 

       Carolôs employment background was  the following:  teller for four years with Dollar Savings 

Bank in Pittsburgh, PA; teller/head teller for eight years at First National Bank in Erie, PA; 

loans/collections/select banking/ small business banking/ floating teller at twenty-nine branches for 

seven years at Pittsburgh National Bank; teller/head teller for six years at First Virginia Bank in Salem, 

VA; and commercial banking for three years at Dominion Bank. 

      Carol has been active in her communities since 1961 - as resident household manager and 

transportation provider; and  in many facets of community activities which included: Cub Scouts, 

Brownies and Girl Scouts, President of Notre Dame Womenôs Club, Junior Womenôs Club, Board of 

Directors of Women and Children in Crisis, Board of Directors for Hannaôs House, PTA, youth sports 

such as softball, baseball, AAU swimming, USTA tennis, and the Red Cross disaster action team.  As a 

Board member for Seven Lakes West,  she will put the best interests of all Seven Lakes West residents 

and property owners at the forefront by considering their individual interests of lake, golf, horticulture, 

retirement, social, community, privacy, safety and security. 

 

 

 

 

 

James Johnson 

 

     The Beacon Ridge Section of Seven Lakes West became Jim  and Carolôs new home in November, 

2006 after an extensive search for an active lifestyle community suitable for retirement living and with 

a wide selection of area amenities.  Jim grew up in Bristolville, OH, and graduated from the University 

of Cincinnati. He and his family have lived in Schenectady, NY, Salem, VA, Allentown, PA, 

Pittsburgh, PA, Erie, PA, and Mentor, OH prior to Seven Lakes West.  He has been married for forty-

seven years to his childhood sweetheart, Carol, and they have  four children and three grandchildren.  

     Jimôs attributes include strong interpersonal skills, and a solid technical and business background.  

His was a Mechanical Engineer by education, receiving a BSME in 1964, but Electrical Engineer by 

vocation from GE Manager Development Institute, 1978.  His business experience includes the 

following:  sales engineer, and  account manager for thirty-four years in seven locations with General 

Electric company.     (Johnson cont. next page) 
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While there, he was also project manager, marketing manager, venture manager, and business leader 

for various worldwide industrial businesses; several exceeding $50m/year.  At SMS Demag he was 

manager of electrical, worldwide projects involvement.  For three years he was manager of electrical 

with CrownESA.  As a consultant, he continues to concentrate worldwide  on  the areas of power 

distribution, motors, drives, automation and control for industrial projects. 

Jimôs community involvement included many facets of activities  including PTA/President, youth 

sportsðsoftball/coach, baseball/coach, football/coach, AAU swimmingðofficial/swim club president, 

USTA tennis association, president/sectional officer/official/tournament director, inner-city school 

mentor, US Power Squadronðsquadron officer/commander, Red Cross Disaster Action Team, 

MOCARS/ARES/amateur radio operator/ Public Information officer.  His current interests include golf, 

boating, cars, computers, outdoor activities, woodworking, travel, and amateur radio/K14TAT. 

     Jim feels that Seven Lakes West is an excellent residential community with much to offer each and 

every present and prospective resident.  Through the process of building a home, relocation, and as a 

resident, he  has actively watched community activities and feels that Seven Lakes West should 

continue to grow and prosper as a premier Moore County residential location.  Jim says that the key is 

to manage our growth for long term mutual benefit.  As a Board member, Jim will proactively work for 

the collective best interests of all residents and property owners.  As he sees it, the primary issues 

facing our community are a viable strategic plan, maintaining our infrastructure, and adequate financial 

reserves.  On a regional basis, water must be a real concern. 

 

 

 

Lionel Kuhn  

 

    In the late 1970s  Dr. Kuhn, his wife Clair, and their two daughters, started flying first to Pinehurst, 

and then to Seven Lakes, from their home in Marlton, NJ. They landed on the grass strip adjacent to the 

East gate that served as a private airfield for Seven 

Lakes. That airfield no longer  exists.   In 1990  the 

Kuhns settled in Seven Lakes permanently and 

established a general dental practice.  

Dr. Kuhn was elected to the West Side landowners 

board in the mid '90's and was instrumental in 

establishing the first gated, secured, entry on the 

West Side. He was appointed to the Moore County 

Board of Health and served for three terms.  

 

Dr. Kuhn retired from the practice of Dentistry in 

2006.  

He  is dedicated to protecting Seven lakes residents' 

investment in the community by contributing to the 

boards efforts to: 

 

 Finding a fair and equitable way to fund the repairs to the Lake Auman dam. 

 Keeping community finances focused on the top priorities.  

 Providing, if  feasible, traffic accessibility to  the dam and a plan for controlling that traffic. 

 Addressing security concerns of residents, including those involved in the delivery of mail. 
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Karen Milligan  

 

 

     Karen Milligan was born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, graduated from Hempfield High School and 

Central Pennsylvania College with a degree in Merchandising and Marketing.  Karen, her husband, 

Ken, and three sons, Zachary, Zane and Noah moved 

to Seven Lakes in 2006 from Sydney, Australia. 

     Out of college, Karen went to work for Paul Harris 

Designs where she became senior store manager and 

continued on to multi-store management.   She worked 

for that company as it expanded and traveled to several 

new overseas store openings.  Karen owned and 

operated Painted Impressions for eight years out of 

Harrisburg, PA.  The business provided residential and 

commercial interior design and decorative painting to 

the North East Coast.  Upon moving abroad, she 

worked for Pretty Girl Fashion Group again in multi-

store management including corporate work in Visual 

Design and Personnel Training. 

     As a resident of Seven Lakes West, Karen has been very active on the Recreation Committee since 

early 2006 and has chaired the 2007 SLW Childrenôs Christmas Party.  She is also a member of the 

Communications Committee which liaises with the SLW Board.  Karen served as Vice-President of the 

Beacon Ridge Ladies 9 Hole Group in 2007, and  will be President for the group in 2008. She will 

continue to write and publish the monthly newsletter that she created for the group. 

     Karen has decided to run for a seat on the Board in hopes of promoting a sense of unity among all 

residentsðretired, semi-retired and young families.  As a stay-at-home mom with a husband working 

full time, she feels she can bring a fresh demographic viewpoint;  not currently represented on the 

Board.  She and her family enjoy every aspect of the community and are very proud to live in Seven 

Lakes West. 

 

 

 

 

 

Ron Shepard 

 

     Ron lives in Morganwood with his wife, Sue.  They 

have three married children and two grandchildren.  They 

moved to Seven Lakes almost three years ago after 27 years 

in Pound Ridge, NY.  Ron  has taken the time to become 

familiar with  Seven Lakes and has been very active in 

community affairs.  He  is an area representative for 

Morganwood, serves on the Lake Committee, is a member 

of the Lake Patrol, active in the Sports Club and Vice 

Commodore of the Sailing Club.  He has also volunteered 

for the new CERT program. 

 (Shepard  cont. next page) 


