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From The Presidentôs Corner 

 

Welcome to March!  This is the yearôs high point.  Association 

members decide which new Board members will represent them (March 

16
th
) and the Board then selects a new set of officers for the coming 

year (March 26
th
).   

 

Last April I became Association President and wasnôt sure what 

challenges were in store for the Association and myself.  Weôve 

certainly had challenges, but some  were unexpected; e.g., the 

lightening strike and the dam.  The challenge I was most unsure about 

were difficulties with the membership and how the Board would 

function.  I was prepared for the worstébut got the best!  My heartfelt 

gratitude goes to the Associationôs Board and the membership of this 

community for the help and understanding shown to me.  The past year 

has been an exciting journey and one Iôll not soon forget! 

 

There is another group of individuals I just have to recognize.  In my 

mind they happen to be the component most responsible for this 

communityôs success.  They are the several hundred volunteers that 

have given of their time for the benefit of all members of this 

community.  Without volunteers, this community would be a 

significantly less desirable place to live.     

 

Finally, I would like to thank the Association staff.  Change (a 

frequently used word right now) has been in the air this past year and 

itôs been difficult for them.  They have a big job to do and normally 

only hear the complaints rather than praise.  So thanks for the support. 

 

I look forward to working with the new Board and community members 

to continue the 20 odd years of effort in building one of the premier 

communities in this area. 

 

Warm regardsé Jim Haggard  
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Recreation Committee 

Jo Nicholas, Director 

Mark your calendars: 

1. Easter Egg Hunt     Saturday, March 15, 2008     2:00-4:00pm-- Come and see the 

Easter Bunny! 

2. Black and White Dinner Dance    Saturday, May 3, 2008       More details to 

follow. 

Friends and Community, 

I just wanted to say thank you for supporting all of our programs this year.  They 

have been a tremendous success because of your participation and the hard work of 

our committee.  We enjoy presenting activities that everyone can enjoy. 

On a personal note, it has been a pleasure working for the community and I thank 

you for supporting me.  I wish good luck to the new Director of Recreation and much 

success.  To my committee members, you have been GREAT!  Thanks for organizing, 

planning, shopping, decorating, and wearing costumes to benefit the events. You are 

a great group of volunteers--keep up the good work. 

-Jo Nicholas   

Beautification Committee 

Betty Milligan, Chair  

 

Because of  the nice and thoughtful donation by the Sports Club here in Seven Lakes West, one 

of the flower beds at Johnson Point will be dressed up with a new and beautiful Butterfly House.  

A huge thank you to the Sports Club for adding another contribution to Johnson Point and for 

supporting the goals of Beautification. 

  

Also, anyone or any organization that wishes to donate to our cause (beautifying SLW) feel free 

to do so.  Donations will gladly be accepted with a smile and put to good use! 

 

¶  
Yard Clean up doesnôt Mean This! 

We have had several instances lately where residents are depositing grass  clippings, limb 

pruning, etc into the dumpsters of contractors on construction sites.   

It is requested that if you are one of those who are doing this, that you cease this practice.  This 

causes an additional expense for the contractors which they will then  have to pass on to the 

homeowners. 

Your cooperation will be greatly appreciated. 

     -Tony Robertson, Community Manager 
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Whatôs The Rush? 

 
How long does it take to go 3.5 miles?  Thatôs about the longest distance you have to travel to 

exit from Seven Lakes West.  Obviously you can ñget outò twice as fast traveling 60 mph than 

30 mph.  But, have you gained that much real timeðI doubt it.  It does give you the 

opportunity to sit a little longer at the 211 stop light, waiting for a green light. 

I bring this up because we continue to have a speeding problem in this community.  The 

speeding undoubtedly is focused on just a small percentage of the residents.  However if 

someone gets hit by a speeder, the fact that there are only a few of them, will not reduce the 

trauma of being hit!  I bring this to your attention because: 

 

¶ About mid February a resident stepped out of the mail house and was hit by a vehicle crossing 

the parking lot.  The crossing vehicleôs mirror hit the manôs wrist.  The vehicle stopped, the 

lady looked out the window, words were exchanged (about speeding), and the driver rolled her 

window up and departedðwithout apologizing for the hit.  Unfortunately, the gentlemen 

didnôt get a license plate number. 

¶ It has also been reported that several weeks ago a motorcyclist ñcame flyingò out of the 

Pinnacles and nearly rammed a vehicle.  The motorcycle ended on the ground but the cyclist 

was unhurt.  The cyclist did apologize. 

¶ Several days ago a resident reported driving along Longleaf at about 35 mph.   A car rapidly 

approached from the rear and passed at an estimated 50 mph.  The person reporting this 

incident continued to the front exit and reported pulling up some distance from the speederð

who was forced to stop at the light.  The speeder, noticing our reporter clapping his hands, 

threw his vehicle in reverse and drove toward the reporter, stopping just before contact was 

made between the vehicles.   

The above incidents are just a few of the many speeding reports Iôve received.  This is a 

problem the Association is simply going to have to get a handle on.  Unfortunately none of the 

potential solutions will be warmly received by the community because itôs going to have a 

negative impact on the element of ñconvenienceò!  Should the mail house entry be moved so 

the parking area canôt be used by ñcrossing trafficò?  How about reducing the speed limit on 

Longleaf, adding speed bumps and a few stop signs?  These are all possibilitiesðnone of 

them very desirable.   

 

The ultimate question is: how can we get a ñgripò on speeding without the inconvenience?  If 

you have some ideas please share them with a Board Member.  

     Warm RegardséJim Haggard 

¶  
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Architectural Review Committee 

Bill Mamel , Chair 

 

Regular meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month.  The current members: 

Jim Ballew Jerry Lewin Bud Sales Ray Sibiga Denise Duncan  (Advisor) 

Gene Lentz Paul Nicholas Ed Schempp Bob Williams  Ray MacKay  (Advisor) 

 

Although a final decision has not been made by the SLWLA Board as to the desired process for 

remediation of the dam, it may be prudent for owners of lots on Lake Auman to assess the 

condition of any structures located on their shoreline. The possibility that the lake will be 

lowered to some degree exists.  If so, desired upgrading or repair may be less costly or 

inconvenient with the water level receded from the shoreline.  Upgrading could include 

installation of a dock or bulkhead.  Both require a permit from the County and from the 

Association. 

 

The proposed fee of $500 for landscaping on existing properties, which requires the use of heavy 

earth-moving equipment, exclusive of that related to new construction, has been approved by the 

Board.  The fee will be deposited into the óroad reserveô for future use in maintaining streets, 

curbing and right-of-ways in SLW. 

 

Houses under construction now number thirty-eight (38).  Four (4) addition/renovation projects 

were approved in addition to the fourteen (14) other small projects are also in progress. Two (2) 

pre-construction approvals are pending and two (2) permits were issued for new construction:  

Lot 5627 140 Dennis Circle Stites   Vision Design  

Lot 5456 105 Longleaf Drive Reaves  Bill Reaves 

 

SLWLA members living in the vicinity of new house construction, renovations or additions 

should be alert to non-compliance actions or breaches of the legal documents of the Association 

by persons associated with construction activities.  Special attention should be paid to tree 

removal and improper drainage and erosion control.  If there is concern as to a questionable 

practice or activity, please contact the SLWLA manager. 

 

As this ARC article is the final one which I personally will submit to the Newsletter, a special 

note of recognition is in order.  Over the past year, it has been a distinct pleasure to be 

associated with the members of the ARC.  The community should be proud of their individual, 

collective, dedicated and conscientious efforts to insure that the master land concept, community 

life style and individual property values are protected and maintained.  My sincere thank you to 

all the members. 

Much  appreciation to Bud Sales for his work in revising the Standards for Design and 

Construction, to Keith Stites and Bob Williams for taking the time to review each of the pre-

construction plans, and to Ray MacKay for assessing each new construction site and 

recommending the appropriate drainage and erosion control procedures.  A final thought:  A 

hug to Denise Duncan, without whom we could not have ósurvivedô.  

-  WM   

¶  

A Hazardous Waste Pickup 

A Hazardous Waste Pickup for Moore County will occur on Tuesday, March 18, 2008 from 

10AM to 2PM at: Cardinal Chemical, Hwy 5 Aberdeen. 

  

For purposes of this pickup, hazardous waste has been defined as anything you don't think 

belongs at the Waste Collection Center including: used paint, pesticides, herbicides, etc. 

¶  
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 Communications Team  
Mary Price, Chair  

 
     Speaking of Communicationsé 

     A message from Webmaster, Betsy Mikula 

 

It should  be emphasized that the current Board is doing a great job in  communicating to 

the residentséand non-residents as well. How?  

 

¶ Jim Haggard, Board President, early in his tenure organized a Communications 

team because he wanted ideas/suggestions, etc. on the subject. The team meets 

monthly for discussions, and for follow-through as recommendations are approved 

by the Board. 

 

¶ The Monthly Newsletter provides information from the  individual Board members 

as each feels it necessary to inform the public. In addition, information is submitted 

by various committee and club members as well. Last monthôs newsletter, which 

totaled  15 pages, was a perfect example of  a great deal of info dispersed to 

residentséThe newsletter is as good as what the Board members and their 

Committees wish to send the editor. 

 

¶ Another way that  the Board communicates is via the website: 

www.sevenlakeswest.org.  Whenever there is an emergency or breaking news, the 

webmaster is immediately notified to post it on the home page of the web. All 

minutes are posted as soon as received. The Secretary does a great job in finishing  

the  minutes as soon as possible. All newsletters are also posted as soon as they go to 

print.  Non-residents can easily keep up with current news by checking the webéas 

can residents. We hear too often, ñOh I never look at the websiteò.   It is suggested 

that perhaps they should! 

 

On the web, as an example,  you can find the 1)roster of Board members with phone 

numbers& email addresses, 2)Area Reps and their assignments (also with phone & email), 

3)all documents and covenants, which can be downloaded, 4)Lake Auman information, 5)  

newsletters both current and archived, and (6) a link to the Seven Lakes Civic Groupé 

Agendas for the General Meetings and the  Board Open Meetings can also be found there 

several days prior to the meetings. 

 

If you havenôt visited lately. check out the website to find out what else is available, and 

while doing so, put a shortcut to it on your desktop. 

¶  
     

Honoring  Our Volunteers! 

By Ann Chase and Mary price                                                                                                                           
 

        BETTY MILLIGAN   -   VOLUNTEER EXTRAORDINAIRE  

 

     As you enter Seven Lakes West, very often you will see Betty Milligan gardening for our 

community.  She has a motto framed in her home,  "Bloom Where You Are Planted" which 

reflects not only her love of gardening but also her belief in making a difference in your 

community.  Gardening is in Betty's genes.  .  (cont. next page) 
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She was born one of seven children, in Boone N.C.  Her father was a landscaper, well- known for 

his expertise with rhododendron and mountain laurel, plants native to the mountains 

Her mother always had a large garden and a love of flowers and now, at 86, is  planning her 

spring garden. 

 

     Betty graduated from Methodist College in Fayetteville earning a degree in Early Childhood 

Education.   She taught kindergarten and 2nd grade  at Ft. Bragg for many years while her 

husband Ronnie practiced dentistry in Fayetteville.  When they both retired, Ronnie was looking 

forward to a quiet retirement but Betty ran for a seat on the City Council and served  for four 

years.  At that point they began looking for lake property for a retirement home.  The rest is 

history and they moved to Seven Lakes in 2001 

 

     In Fayetteville, Betty had been active in the Garden Club and Women's Club and their 

beautification projects in the city.  After they settled in Seven Lakes,. as Betty and Ronnie were 

coming down Lakeway Dr., they commented on how pretty it was but that so much more could 

be done.  Betty went to the board and asked how such a project might get started and she became 

chair of the Beautification Committee.  She learned that Val Northrup, another avid gardener,  

had previously chaired a Beautification Committee which had been disbanded due to lack of 

support.  Val passed on her information and volunteer list and it all began again. 

 

     The SLWLA Board was soon to realize how tenacious Betty could be as she was ever present 

and asking for funds.   In 2003 she requested board approval for a mailing to all residents asking 

for donations to begin a beautification project at Lakeway Drive.  The Board agreed, with the 

stipulation that the committee assume all costs.  Even so, the board was skeptical that the 

community would respond, but $10,000 was received from the community for this project.  Betty 

and her many volunteers began planting trees and flowers and what you see today at Lakeway is 

the result.  Additional projects taken on by this group were the East Gate plantings and fence, 

WSP Community Center, Johnson Pointé and now plans for entrance plantings at Morganwood.  

The board hired a landscape engineer to design a plan for a  much needed drainage system at 

Lakeway.  When the cost of including an upgraded irrigation system in that project was 

prohibitive, Ronnie Milligan, abiding by the motto hanging on their wall, reconfigured the 

existing system to make it work. 

 

     Betty continuously mentions the fact that none of this could have been accomplished without 

the help of countless volunteers who have given hours of energy to these projects as well as the 

financial support from the community as a whole.  Several large donations have been received 

for special projects at Johnson Point, Lakeway and the upcoming project at Morganwood.  Betty 

commented that when she needs volunteers for a task, she picks up the phone and within ten 

minutes she has a group.  Volunteers who have worked on beautification projects over the years 

are greatly appreciated, but too numerous to list here. However, her husband Ronnie and Roger 

Brooke have been involved  since the beginning.   

 

In the future Betty would like to see a professional landscape group be responsible for all the 

Association grounds in Seven Lakes West.  She also suggests that we improve the overall 

appearance of Longleaf Dr. with pine straw or grass along the shoulder of the roadway where 

individual landscaping is not in place. 

 

     Beautification is not the only way that Betty has served our community.  She was a member 

of  the Judicial Committee and then  appointed to the board to fill a vacancy and became chair of 

the Recreation Committee.  Again, a hard working group of volunteers came together under 

Betty's leadership.   Many of the programs for both children and adults that are enjoyed today 

were started by this group.  .  (cont. next page) 
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She is currently also serving as an area representative in her neighborhood.  Betty loves to play 

tennis,  has joined the New Horizon Band and is learning to play the clarinet 

Betty and Ronnie have a son Richy who lives in Greenville, S.C. with his wife Leslie and their 

children Rich, 11 and Georgia, 9.  The family enjoys good times at Lake Auman. 

 

     Betty lives by her favorite quote, "Bloom Where You Are Planted".  She and her volunteers 

do this all the time.  All of us can do this as well by continuing to donate to the efforts of the 

Beautification Committee.  The beautiful landscaping that you now see is a result of volunteer 

work and financial support from the board and residents.  Betty continues to be most appreciative 

of donations which can be sent to her or dropped off at the SLWLA office. 

¶  
Long Range Planning Committee 

Roger Brooke, Chair 

Bud Sales,  Co-Chair  

 

During the course of the recent discussions about the budget and the dam remediation, there have 

been questions raised, as recently as candidateôs night, about the Long Range Planning 

Committee and its function. 

 

The Long Range Planning (LRP) Committee is a standing committee of the Seven Lakes West 

Landowners Association and was formed many years ago and presided over by Joe Fellingham 

until about 4 years ago.  It was formed to fulfill three basic functions.  Those three major 

functions are continuity, vision and financial planning.  There are currently nine members on the 

committee of varying interests, expertise, locale and community longevity. The president of the 

Board sits on the committee as an ex-officio member. 

 

Continuity .  The By-laws provide that the Board of Directors elect one-third of its members 

every year.  Thus, over a period of three years the Board may completely change leaving no one 

with any history for what has gone on before or what areas are being looked at for the future.  

LRP bridges this gap and, while it has no decision making charge, it provides a view of what 

previous Boards have accomplished and how that continues forward to meet the future needs of 

the community.   

 

Vision.  Our community is made up of over 1600 members, residents and lot owners alike.  

Therefore, it is safe to assume that there are many, many visions of what Seven Lakes West 

should look like and how it should function in the future.  Part of the function of the LRP is to 

collect ideas from community members and examine, evaluate, make cost analyses, prioritize and 

make recommendations to the Board about those feasible potential future projects which will 

shape our community in the years to come.  The basic formula for ñstrategic planningò is (1) 

Where are we today?; (2) Where do we want to be in the future? and (3) How are we going to get 

there?  It is our job to work toward providing these answers.  Over the years many projects 

designed to meet the needs and desired improvement of the community have been considered by 

the committee.  Many have been discarded as either not feasible, inappropriate or without a 

positive cost/benefit ratio.   

 

Other ideas, after careful study, involve beginning the long process of planning, approval, 

funding, bidding, constructing and completion as evidenced by our Seven Lakes West Side Park 

and Community Center.  Sometime this process can take several years.  Currently, there are 

around two dozen projects on our list which are being studied and prioritized prior to making any 

recommendation to the Board.  Some will move forward, some will not. (cont. next page) 
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Long Range Financial Planning.  Finally, once projects have been identified and approved by 

the Board, provisions must be made to pay for these improvements.  .   

We have developed a financial spreadsheet which covers the past year, the current year and 

projects seven or more years into the future.  It can be extended farther into the future fairly 

easily by expanding the formulas.  Its primary function is to examine current costs, make 

reasonable assumptions about the future (community growth, interest rates, inflation and 

expanding costs) and examine the effect of various ñwhat-ifò questions to insure that, once a 

future need is identified and approved, there is enough money in our future reserves to pay for it 

or a means of financing has been identified.  An obvious example of this is the need for repaving 

Longleaf at some point in the future.  Based on todayôs costs we can make projections of future 

costs to determine how much we have to put away to insure that we wonôt be unable to meet this 

need financially when the time comes.  Un-funded or deferred maintenance has been the 

downfall of many communities. 
 

Our committee currently does not hold open meetings and there is a very good reason for this.  

As explained above, we evaluate a lot of ñblue skyò ideas.  There would be little point, and lots 

of downside, to exposing these to the membership before we had even determined the feasibility 

of the idea.  Six or seven years ago an idea was suggested to use the ponds between Lakeway or 

along Longleaf to raise minnows to provide forage for our game fish so that we wouldnôt have to 

buy baitfish.  Before it was even studied, someone mentioned it at a general meeting and a 

comment was made about having to eliminate the turtles before it could be done.  ñBoard to kill 

turtlesò the rumor mill raged.  The idea, although potentially feasible, was immediately dropped.  

The point is that there is little value to a public discussion of ideas before facts are gathered.  It 

will either serve to stifle new thought or force potentially viable projects from consideration 

before they can be properly evaluated.  Not all ideas are great but each idea deserves a fair 

appraisal of its broad appeal to the community. 
 

The Long Range Planning Committee welcomes you ideas, your concerns and your hopes for a 

better community.   
 

¶  
 

Seven Lakes Forum 
The next Forum is scheduled for Thursday, March 20, 2008, on the upper level of the West Side 

Park Community Center.  Refreshments will be available at 9AM, with the formal session 

beginning at 9:15.  Participants should plan for about a two-hour session.  All women and men 

from Seven Lakes, and their guests, are invited to attend. 

 

Ted Schneider, a resident of Seven Lakes, will present the topic entitled Economics, National 

Debt and the Use of Nuclear Power.  Following the completion of a Bachelorôs Degree in 

Chemistry and a brief time teaching, Ted entered the nuclear power field at the worldôs first 

nuclear power station in 1960.  He continued in the field of nuclear energy in a variety of 

positions until his retirement.          
 

The óformatô for the session follows: 

  9:00  Refreshments 

  9:15  Presentation of information 

10:00  Speaker/participant dialogue 

For further information, please contact Don Welch (673-6701 or Bill Mamel (673-8970). 

 

The next Forum is scheduled for April 17.  
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News from the SLW Library  

Judy Pendleton, Chair 

 

The Library Committee thanks Mary Price for her donation of art to jazz up an empty wall over 

the counter in the library.  She bought it in Washington DC where she breakfasted with First 

Lady, Laura Bush and mystery author Carolyn Hart. 

 

The new book shelves, built by Charlie Flinchum 

and Bill  Carl,  and painted by Pat Mark and Yours 

Truly, are now stocked with hard cover fiction 

authors M to Z.  This gives us so much more space 

and we are truly appreciative. To the right we see 

Pat Mark putting the last coat of paint on the 

shelves.  Judy Pendleton was the other painter but 

not available when picture was taken. Another 

example of the great band of SLW Volunteers! 

 

It has come to our attention that some readers are 

returning books to SLW Library that were 

borrowed from the Seven Lakes Library on Seven 

Lakes Drive.  How can you tell?  Our books are identifiable by the white labels on 

the spine of the book.  Theirs have a series of numbers written on the top 

of the pages when the book is closed. 

 

Our library has a literary ghost.  I call him Leo, in honor of Tolstoy, of course. Leo comes in at 

odd times and shelves books in a way that leaves our trained volunteers scratching their heads.  

They've found non-fiction paper backs in fiction hard covers, non-processed books on the 

shelves, magazines, reference books and coffee-table books on the counter, misalphabetized 

books all over.  I've left notes for Leo which he chooses to ignore.  I've written him to please let 

our volunteers shelve and process the books, to no avail. If you're a ghost buster, please try to 

manage an encounter and personally explain that we're ready and willing to do the work 

ourselves. 

 

We've been keeping track of our  incoming inventory this month and the numbers are 

astounding.  No wonder Leo the Literary Ghost thinks we need some help.  For the first three  

weeks of February we processed 170 new donations and 86 book returns! For a total of 256 

processed books.  The Library Committee thanks you and wishes you happy reading. 

 

PS: We now have 2 large print books.  Would appreciate more. 

¶  
 

 

Please observe the posted rules  

on the use of bulletin boards in the Mail House 
 

¶  
 


