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Lake, Environment, Dam 
Mary Anne Fewkes 

 
Wishing you all a very safe and enjoyable boating year!  

 
Recommendation for Changes to  Boating Rules : 
The board met on December 12th and agreed to accept certain changes. 
They will be discussed at the January general meeting. 
In October the Lake Management Team (coordinated by Bud Sales and 
Paul Kirst with Mary Anne Fewkes as Board Liaison) met to talk about the 
future of Lake Auman use and safety concerns. 
Our current rules were developed at a time when there were fewer  users of 
the lake. Many of our current problems can be dealt with by enacting some 
reasonable limitations on size, noise and horsepower.  
Therefore, the following three changes are being recommended: 
  
1. After January 1, 2007 the maximum allowed length over all (LOA) of 
boats operating on Lake Auman is as follows (current registered boats are 
exempt but no first time registration of boats exceeding these limits will be 
allowed): 
  Pontoon Boats/Deck Boats  24 feet LOA 
  Runabout type boats   20 feet LOA 

(Including, but not limited to, bow riders, ski boats, 
Johnboats, cruisers, center console boats, etc.) 
Bass Boats    21 feet LOA 
Sailboats    24 feet LOA 
 

2. The maximum power of the boat is not to exceed the manufacturers 
recommended rating, 200 HP (inboard), 155 HP (outboard), whichever is 
less. 
  
3. Boat Noise:  88 decibels is the legal limit for boat engines at minimum 
idle rpm (measured with a decibel meter, 39 inches behind the transom at a 
height of 39 to 57 inches above the water).  In addition, a boat will be in 
violation if it is found to be making more than 75 decibels of noise when 
measured from the shoreline regardless of speed or distance. 
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                                              Lake Quality 

Paul Kirst  
 

Update on the Lake Auman Dam 
 

People often pass me at the mail house or wherever and ask how is the dam?  I say fine 
because I donôt have an hour to explain.  I do believe it is OK, but let me explain.   
 
The dam is made entirely of clay, silt and sand.  All sediment on slopes undergoes a very slow 
down slope movement due to the force of gravity.  This is a universal geologic process called 
creep.  This is normal and expected.  Four years ago longitudinal cracks were found in the 
roadway pavement atop the dam.   This suggested that either the dam was moving or that the 
road construction was inadequate.  To find out which, we hired a surveyor to accurately survey 
fixed points along the dam periodically to see if any movement could be detected.  According 
to an evaluation of these data by Gerhard Hergenhahn, a slight downstream movement of the 
dam's crown is taking place.  The largest horizontal displacement is observed close to the 
midpoint of the dam.  The value diminishes in a regular way toward both ends of the dam.  One 
survey indicated a section could be moving as much as 1 inch per year.  Other surveys 
indicated less movement.  In contrast, the dam's elevation values seem to be so stable that no 
movement could be detected, in spite of the fact that elevations, by the nature of their 
measurement method, are of higher precision than the horizontal positions. To more accurately 
define the rate of movement it will be necessary to perform several years of repeat 
observations. Our dam engineer feels comfortable with these initial results and regards them as 
normal behavior.  He is not alarmed.  Therefore, I am not.   He told us that the displacement 
certainly was higher in the early years of the dam, and should be expected to taper off as the 
dam ages. 
 
S econdly, w e have been m onitoring a ñw et spotò at the eastern base of the dam .  W ater seeps 
through earthen dam s.  T hatôs too is norm al and expected.  A bout 67 gallons per m in ute seeps 
through the back side of the dam, which covers 10 acres.  It always has and the rate has 
remained remarkably constant.  But a wet spot means that too much is seeping through at a 
particular location.  Accelerated seepage could lead to eroding a hole through he dam.  Our 
dam engineer regularly analyses seepage data that we have been collecting quarterly since 
2001.  Actually, he thinks this is not water seeping through the dam, but under it.   He may 
recommend installing a weighted membrane barrier like they just did on the Echo Lake dam on 
the Northside.   He should have an answer for us by next summer.  Meanwhile, the long range 
planning committee for the dam has recommended to the board that we build up our financial 
reserves for the dam.  The Echo dam repair cost close to $200K.  
 
Our engineer is working on two other issues. He is developing an emergency disaster plan, as 
required by the state bureaucracy, whereby he will identify exactly who downstream would be 
affected by a dam failure and an action plan to quickly alert the appropriate authorities and all 
concerned if that should ever occur.  This is not something we think will ever happen.   
 
Core samples were drilled from the dam last summer and the engineer is now conducting a 
study to determine if significant erosion would occur if the emergency spillway were ever to 
activate.  The emergency spillway is the dip in the road at the western end of the dam.  If so, it 
will be necessary to hard surface part of the intended drainage route to prevent erosion and 
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back cutting through the dam.  Again, it has never overflowed, and probably never will, but 
these are precautions that prudent owners of a dam must take to exercise due diligence.  
 
Our engineer says that a dam like ours can be expected to last 50 years, or 100 years if well 
maintained.  The Lake Auman dam is already 20 years old.  I have been told that there are still 
earthen dam s built by the R om ans, but they probably w erenôt this big.  L ike it or not, you and I 
are the owners of one of the largest earthen dams in the southeastern US.  And as owners, we 
are responsible for it.  It can not be insured, so we must to do our best to prevent problems. 
You can do your part to help protect the dam. Limit your vehicle weight to 5 tons and speed to 
25 mph over the dam.  Speeding causes vibrations which could weaken the internal structure of 
the dam.  If you see any water pooling or flowing behind the dam where there is no creek, or if 
the water in the outflow creek is muddy, let me or the lake director or the community manager 
know  im m ediately.  T he w ater in the retention pond is alw ays clouded, so donôt w orry  about 
that.  F inally, donôt lose sleep over anything you have read here.  You will be informed as we 
learn more.  

  
Infrastructure Director  

Ray MacKay 
 

  THE LOWER LAKEWAY POND:  
 Thanks to Atkinson Infrastructure, Inc. of Vass the leaking underground drainage piping was 
plugged on December 19th and ñM other N atureò has been supplying us w ith a little extra precipitation 
to assist the natural springs that supply the pond with water!    
 
CHRISTMAS TREE DISPOSAL:  
 A reminder that the site for disposal of real Christmas trees is again set up just outside the Boat 
& Trailer storage lot off Longleaf Drive.  Your tree can be dropped off there any day of the week.  All 
ornaments, plastic stands, etc. should be removed from the tree before placing it at the drop site.  If you 
need help transporting your tree to the disposal site call Ray MacKay @ 673-1690 or the Landowners 
Association office, 673-5314 after January 1st and arrangement will be made to pick up your tree. 
 
YARD WASTE SITE;  
 Please note that on cold afternoons during January and February the Yard Waste transfer site 
will be closing at 4 P.M. so w e donôt lose Mike to illness!  
 
BOAT & TRAILER STORA GE YARD:  
 There continues to be a number of unregistered units in the Longleaf yard area and non-
sailboats units in the S ailboat area and P arking area at Johnson P oint. If you still havenôt gotten your 
Bay assignment for the Longleaf yard, please call me at 673-1690.  Also, please put your new 
registration stickers on your trailer units.  See the Rules & Regulations for storage requirements and 
disposition of  units not properly stored! 

 
Recreation Committee 

Betty Milligan  
 

The Gingerbread House decorating was a huge success.  It was "sold out," this year and hopefully next 
year a larger room will be available so the entire project can be expanded.  The Recreation Committee 
has already begun making plans for the Children's Christmas Activities in 2007.  (see photos on the 
website) 



 4 

Treasurer  
Virgil   Reid  

 
The monthly Fund Status Report for the month of November  2006  

BANK TYPE AMOUNT  RATE 
MATURITY 

DATE TERM 

      
BB&T CD $38,908.87  5.18% 3/24/2007 10 mos. 

  CD $28,260.65  5.19% 5/1/2007 7 mos. 
  CD $37,675.02  3.00% 2/15/2007 15 mos. 

Sub Total  $104,844.54     
      

CENTURA CD $52,692.90  5.45% 8/1/2007 13 mos. 
  CD $53,788.68  2.60% 2/26/2007 24 mos. 

Sub Total  $106,481.58     
      

FIRST BANK Checking $17,284.36  0.25%     
  Money Market $53,166.03  4.29%     
  CD $1,306.38  5.03% 5/23/2007 12 mos. 

Sub Total  $71,756.77     
      

MERRILL LYNCH Money Market 
 $           

276,987.13  4.68%     
  CD  $            98,000.00  5.00% 12/4/2006 4 mos. 
  CD  $            98,000.00  4.85% 2/5/2007 3 mos. 
  CD  $            97,000.00  4.85% 5/10/2007 6 mos. 
  CD  $            97,000.00  4.90% 5/15/2007 6 mos. 
  CD  $            95,000.00  5.00% 8/9/2007 1 year 
  CD  $            95,000.00  5.00% 8/16/2007 9 mos. 
  CD  $            96,000.00  4.90% 8/1/2007 9 mos. 
     $            96,000.00  4.90% 8/15/2007 9 mos. 
     $            95,000.00  4.90% 11/14/2007 1 year 

Sub Total  $1,143,987.13     

GRAND TOTAL    $1,427,070.02     

      
CHECKING ACCT. 

TOTAL  
 $        

17,284.36  AVERAGE RATE 0.25%   
          

CD TOTAL  
 $   

1,079,632.50    4.78%   
          

MONEY MARKET 
 $      

330,153.16    4.62%   
TOTAL         

      

GRAND TOTAL  $1,427,070.02    4.69%   
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Secretary 
Jo Nicholas 

 
Summary of Board Actions Taken December 12 

 
¶ Approved minutes of the November 8, 2006 Board Work Session. 
¶ Approved minutes of the November 28, 2006 General Meeting. 
¶ Approved monthly check detail. 
¶ Approved to have an audit at the end of the financial year. 
¶ Approved to accept the bid of Williams Landscaping for Lakeway Mall Planting contract. 
¶ Approved to authorize Ray MacKay to reduce hours of the Yard Waste from four to three hours 

during January and February. 
¶ Approved to accept the recommendation of the slate of officers for elections from the 

Nominations Committee. 
¶ Approved to accept the bid for Johnson Point Marina dock renovation. 

 
Seven Lakes Forum  

 
 
The next Forum is scheduled for Thursday, January 18, 2007, on the upper level of the West Side 
Park Community Center.  Refreshments will be available at 9AM, with the formal session 
beginning at 9:15.  Participants should plan for about a two-hour session.  All women and men 
from Seven Lakes, and their guests, are invited to attend. 
 
Mohsin Ali  O.B.E., the presenter at the April 2006 Forum, will return and present the topic 
entitled The Big Fight for Oil, Nuclear Power and Raw Materials.  Given the current 
situations in Iran and North Korea regarding the development of nuclear weapons, and the 
increasing consumer dem and on the earthôs supply of crude oil and gas, the topic should be 
exceptionally informative and of keen interest to us all.   
 
T he óform atô for the session follow s: 
  9am  Refreshments 
  9:15  Presentation of information 
10:10   Break, refreshments 
10:20  Speaker/participant dialogue 
 
For further information, please contact Don Welch (673-6701) or Bill Mamel (673-8970). 
 
Forum  February 15: A proposal for Universal National Service 

Steve Bouser     Editor, The Pilot 
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Dale O. Erickson 
134 Lawrence Overlook 

 
Dale and wife JoAnn have been Seven Lakes West 

homeowners for three years.  For the two years prior, the 
Ericksons resided in the Seven Lakes area during the 
construction of their new home.  The Ericksons have been 
married for 39 years and have two children. 

Dale has a degree in Electrical Engineering with post 
graduate studies in telephony.  He holds an Executive MBA 
with a primary focus in Management and a secondary focus in 
Marketing.  Dale retired several years ago from an international 
electrical and electronics company where he was an elected 
officer and served as the Chief Operating Officer.   

Since retirement, the Ericksons have done some 
international travel, but have mostly dedicated their time to the 
design and construction of their new home, landscaping 
projects, and the final finishing touches to their home.  Leisure 

activities include local travel, sailing, and kayaking.  Dale is musically inclined and enjoys 
singing in two choirs in the church where the Ericksons are active members.  
  Before moving to Seven Lakes, the Ericksons lived in Cary, North Carolina, where Dale was 
very active in their homeowners association.  Dale was instrumental in the development and 
enforcement of the architectural standards and guidelines.  Dale is interested in becoming 
associated with the Seven Lakes West Board of Directors due to his desire for protecting and 
enhancing the quality of life in the development.  His primary goal in becoming a board member 
is to achieve mission cohesiveness of the members.   
 
 
 

James E. Haggard 
107 Glen Cove Lane 

 
 Jim and Kay Haggard retired from Herndon, Virginia and have 
lived in Seven Lakes for six years. During this time Jim has been busy 
with involvement in the Seven Lakes community which includes 
service as a Red Cross Moore County Disaster Aid Team member and 
Disaster Services Human Resource volunteer for national disasters; 
Secretary, Programs Community Co-Chairman, and Community 
Services Co-Chairman of Seven Lakes Kiwanis Club; Chairman, Co-
Chairman, Secretary, and Sports Lines Newsletter Editor of the Lake 
Auman Sports Club; President and Secretary of the Seven Lakes 
AeroModelers Club, and Secretary of the Seven Lakes Sailing Club. 

Jim worked for Science Applications International Corporation 
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(SAIC) from 1983 ï 2004 as a Consulting Employee, Assistant Vice President, Division 
Manager, Program Manager, and Systems Analyst.  Work experience during these 21 years 
centered on technical and management experience in the areas of operations analysis, systems 
analysis, information system design and development, and program management in support of 
Command, Control, Communication, Computers and Intelligence (C41) operations and systems. 

Jim served in the US Navy from 1962 ï 1981 and retired as a Senior Chief Petty Officer. 
While in the Navy, Jim supported cryptologic operations both ashore and afloat.  He holds an 
MBA in Information Systems and a BA in Management, both from Golden Gate University. 
 Jim feels that if a person is going to join an organization, they have a responsibility to take 
their turn at putting some extra effort into that organization. Jim feels now seemed the right time 
to volunteer some extra effort for the landow nersô association. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kathy Kirst  
125 Callis Circle 

 
 Kathy grew up in Schenectady, NY but she and Paul 
moved south to Miami shortly after they were married.  Kathy 
and Paul moved to Seven Lakes from Atlanta in 1999, following 
P aulôs retirem ent from residential appraisal.   

Kathy received a BS in Business Administration from the 
University of Buffalo (SUNY) and a Master's degree in 
accounting from Florida International University.   She is a CPA 
and worked for IBM for 23 years in various training, marketing 
and management positions.  After leaving IBM, Kathy worked for 
Deloitte Consulting and independently as a consultant 
specializing in various application areas within the SAP software 
product. 

She was treasurer for her homeowners' association in 
Atlanta. Kathy is currently a member of the SLWLA Judicial 
Committee and the Long Range Planning Committee.  She is also 

a m em ber of the B eacon R idge W om enôs G olf A ssociation.  In addition to golf, she enjoys 
knitting, machine knitting, gardening, and reading.  She has enjoyed the new-found freedom of 
retirem ent by joining the S even L akes W om enôs Investm ent C lub, and the S even L akes S ailing 
Club, also.  Kathy currently participated on the Vision Committee for SLWLA where she 
assisted in developing a vision statement for Seven Lakes West.   
 The opportunity to run for a position on the Board provides her with additional ability to help 
keep our community the wonderful place she chose to retire to. 
 Kathy and Paul have one son and daughter-in-law, Jon and Melissa, who live in Kennesaw, 
GA.  They share their home with two yellow labs, Sandy and Ginger, who enjoy the community 
and the lake as much as Kathy and Paul do. 
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Jim Meikle 
                                         103 Vanore Road 

 
 Jim was born and raised in Newark, New Jersey and is a graduate 
of Bloomfield College.   He and his wife Barbara have four daughters 
and seven grandchildren.  Jim and Barbara, along with their nephew, 
David, moved to Seven Lakes in 1997.    

Jim spent his career in materials management and held the 
positions of Corporate Materials Manager and Plant Manager, among 
others.  He retired in 2002. 

Jim is completing his second year as President of the Seven 
Lakes West Landowners Association Board of Directors.  He was 
elected in 2004 and served as Lake Director during his first year of 
service.  He joined the Lake Patrol in 2000 and was Captain from 2002 
ï 2004.  Jim is running for a second term on the board because he 
enjoys what he doesð it keeps him going, keeps his adrenaline 
flowing.  He explained that a lot of things have been started by this 
board that he would like to see carried through to fruition.  He wants to be around to be involved 
in completing the tasks that have been started.   
 Jim enjoys boating and swimming as well as yard work and a little shade tree mechanic work 
from time to time.   
 
 
 

Betty S. Milligan 
149 Morris Drive 

 
 Betty was appointed by the Board of Directors to serve 
the unexpired term of a resigning board member in June, 2005.  
She was assigned board responsibility for recreation activities 
which included promoting usage of the relatively new West Side 
Park facility and developing community-wide events.   

Her community involvement and governance experience, 
in addition to the Seven Lakes West Landowners Association 
Board, includes two terms on the Fayetteville City Council 
(1997-2001), Seven Lakes West Area Representative, Chair of 
the Seven Lakes West Beautification Committee, and the Seven 
Lakes West Judicial Committee. 

Betty is married to Ronnie R. Milligan, Sr. (DDS, Ret.) 
and has one son and two grandchildren.  She received a BA in 
Early Childhood Education from Methodist College and was 
employed by the Fort Bragg School System for 19 years and the 
Cumberland County School System for one year. 

 Betty is running for election in order to serve our community as a caring, hard working, 
honest citizen. She would like to  continue the enhancement of recreational programs which will 
meet the needs of all ages in our community, continue the development of a successful 
partnership between the Board, residents, and community, be a member of a Board that can set 
the pace and direction for the future of our community, and contribute fresh ideas to further 
enhance the West Side as one of the most enjoyable areas in which to live. 


