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From The Presidentôs Corner 

 

We‘re now beginning the seventh month (yeah, I‘m keeping count) of my 

term in office.  We have experienced what could be described as The 

Good, The Bad and The Ugly during the first six months of this year.  

Here‘s how I view it: 

 

 The Ugly:  This is the news of the Dam and action to close the Dam 

Road.  On the positive side of this ― Ugly‖, the Dam problem is 

very manageable and resolution will create a long term benefit to 

the community, 

 The Bad:  This was the lightning strike on the East Gate Entry 

system.  The positive on this ―Bad‖ is that we have made a 

significant dent in uncontrolled access to the community.   

 The Good:  A lot of ―Good‖ things have happened over the past six 

months.  Chief among them is that by-and-large we have been able 

to: disagreeéwithout being disagreeable.   

 

There have been many positive comments directed my way during this 

year.  I appreciate the comments; however, they are misdirected.  There are 

eight very bright, dedicated Board Members and a host of volunteers that 

do all the work.     

 

Not sure what the rest of the year holds for us but…the Lord willing, no 

more lightning strikes, and the creek don‘t rise lake does rise—we‘ll 

survive the final six months. 

 

Until next time…warm regards.  Jim Haggard  

 

mailto:sevenlakeswest@hotmail.com
mailto:jhaggard@nc.rr.com
mailto:kkirst2007@nc.rr.com
mailto:rmackpe@earthlink.net
mailto:myrlejo@earthlink.net
mailto:browland004@nc.rr.com
mailto:etuton2007@nc.rr.com
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Nominations for 2007 Wall of Honor 

Deadline October 31, 2007 

 SLWLA members who would like to submit an application to nominate an individual for the 

Community Wall of Honor are reminded that the deadline is October 31, 2007.  Nomination forms 

may be obtained at the SLWLA office or downloaded from the website, www.sevenlakeswest.org. 

Criteria for this honor are the following: 

  1.  Five or more years of significant community service contributions 

  2.  Made a significant and enduring contribution to the improvement of the community of such 

magnitude as to generate the admiration and respect of the community as a whole. 

  3.  Sustained the quality of life or had a positive impact on lives of Seven Lakes West citizens, 

  4.  Created opportunities for the community through new facilities or programs. 

  5.  Was a SLWLA member during the time the nominee provided community service. 

  6.  Candidate may be living or deceased. 

When completed, the Nomination Form should be submitted to the President of the Board.  It 

may be submitted at the SLWLA office in the Community Center. 

****** 

Nominations for the SLWLA Board of Directors 

March 2008-2011 Terms 

Any SLWLA member who is interested in being a candidate in the March, 2008 Board of Elections 

is invited and encouraged to contact any member of the nominating committee by November 1, 

2007.  Committee members are:  Jo Nicholas, Chairperson, (673-3604), email at 

myrlejo@earthlink.net;  Ron Sickenberger, (673-2025) email at gramps@an.net;  Charlie Merical, 

(673-9147), email at jvmerical@earthlink.net.  Email Betty Milligan (673-1462), email at 

ronbetmilligan@earthlink.net. or email Mary Price at MPrice7@nc.rr.com.  

Three people are elected for a three-year term by the full membership at the annual March meeting 

of SLWLA members.  Serving on the Board is a positive community experience that also requires a 

commitment of time and energy.  The Nominating Committee will meet with all interested persons 

in November to discuss the responsibilities, rewards, and expectations of board service and to 

answer questions potential candidates may have prior to finalizing this commitment.  Following 

those meetings, the nominating committee will recommend a slate of candidates to the Board.  The 

committee hopes to present a slate of at least six candidates. 

The SLWLA By-laws state that a majority vote of all current Board members is required to place a 

candidate on the ballot and that a slate be completed at the December Board Work Session meeting. 

 ****** 

 

http://www.sevenlakeswest.org/
mailto:myrlejo@earthlink.net
mailto:gramps@an.net
mailto:jvmerical@earthlink.net
mailto:ronbetmilligan@earthlink.net
mailto:MPrice7@nc.rr.com
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Recreation Committee 

Jo Nicholas, Director 

What a HUGE success we had with Margaritaville Revisited night!  Many thanks to everyone who 

participated and especially to the Recreation Committee members who organized this great event.  

We will continue to hold this fun activity in the future. 

What's Next?   It is a first "Beer Tasting" event.  Tickets are on sale NOW!  Contact person is Janet 

Baker (673-1644) or Sandi Carl (673-7711)  WHEN:  Friday, October 5, 2007 at 7:00pm at the 

WSPCC.  Thaddeus of Eliot's on Linden will be explaining a variety of imported beers for your 

tasting. 

Also, get your decorations ready for your car for the annual "Trunk of Treat" to be held at WSPCC 

on October 31st at 5:30pm.  Bring your Halloween treats to distribute to our children in a safe 

environment.  Enjoy the fun--contact person is Tracy Stromberg (673-5839).  Call Tracy to register 

your car for the event.  FREE for all. 

****** 

Communications Team 

 

 

The Landowners Association Communications Team has developed a plan to provide our community 

members with information on the scope of duties, responsibilities, and activities of our Board members. We 

plan to meet with each Board member to get input and then report the information gained from these 

interviews.  The first interview was done by Communication Team members Jim Ballew and Karen 

Milligan.  Kathy Kirst was chosen to be the first interviewee because of her positive feedback concerning 

this idea, and the important role she plays in managing the Association‘s money. 

 

Kathy Kirst  ï An Intervi ew by Jim Ballew and Karen Milligan 

 

Board member Kathy Kirst is the present Association Treasurer. For her primary responsibility of 

maintaining appropriate financial records of the Association, Kathy works with Holly Foster, who is the 

Financial Assistant for the Association, and is responsible for performing the actual accounting work on a 

day to day basis. 

 

Kathy is also the Board representative involved with the following: 

- Long Range Planning Committee-of which she was a member before being elected to the Board 

- Insurance Committee- Liaison to the Board 

- Library Committee- which she gladly volunteered to champion  

- Finance and Audit Committee- which she reimplemented upon her arrival in office, to define how 

we categorize funds, audit accounts periodically, and create and oversee the operating budget. 

 

Since taking office, Kathy has simplified our monthly budget reporting so that the community can better 

understand our operating finances. She explained to us that a large part of our revenue, in the form of 

homeowner dues, comes in a number of varieties.  For example, the typical homeowner in our community 

will pay $675 in 2007 dues.  The undeveloped lot owner pays $425, and developer owned lots pay $0.  As 

homes are built, our revenue only increases by $250 per lot per year, unless the house was built on a lot 

owned by a developer.  
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Our reserves, which are noted in the Fund Status Report as CD‘s and Money Market accounts, are the 

monies left over at the end of the year after the operating expenses of our community have been paid..  

(Annual operating expenses currently total in the $900K ballpark).   The ―reserves‖ are divided into four 

basic categories as follows: Dam Maintenance; Roads and Infrastructure-(there are about 33 miles of roads 

to maintain and repair); Contingency–for projects that run over budget or unforeseen expenditures; and 

Future Projects Reserves, which are future capital projects that will add value to our community assets.  

  

For funding any major project (e.g., Loop the Lake, back gate guardhouse, Lakeway drainage and 

beautification), the Board must approve the project and allocate the finances during the annual budgeting 

process.   

Kathy also answered our question in regard to possibly using the reserves to pay off our loan for the 

Community Center. The issue is complicated because a bank must be willing to extend SLWLA a line of 

credit to fund projects currently funded out of reserves. Will the interest saved on the loan outweigh the 

benefits of money in the bank?  This is a subject that will take more time and information to determine the 

best scenario for our community.   

 

Kathy made it clear to us that the legacy she plans to leave at the end of her tenure is ―that the next treasurer 

to take over will have everything in its place, all process and procedures will have complete documentation 

and the financial plan will match the Community‘s long range plans.‖ 

We are in good hands. 

 

When asked about the most frequent questions she receives from Community members about her activities 

as Treasurer, she replied: 

- How does she deal with and manage reserves in the budget, which are primarily for the dam, roads, 

contingencies, and future projects? 

- What is the project approval and budgeting process? 

- In reviewing a financial statement for general overview understanding; what is important, what 

should a person look for, and what does it mean? 

If there are Community members that would like to attend an informal meeting with Kathy for her to 

respond to this type of topics, she indicated that she would be glad to attend and participate in such a 

meeting. If you are interested, please call Jim Ballew at 673-1897.      

 

  ****** 
 

                                Seven Lakes Forum 
Don Welch and Bill Mamel, Chair 

 
The next Forum is scheduled for Thursday, October 18, 2007, on the upper level of the 
West Side Park Community Center.  Refreshments will be available at 9AM, with the formal 
session beginning at 9:15.  Participants should plan for about a two-hour session.  All 
women and men from Seven Lakes, and their guests, are invited to attend. 
 
Dr. William E. Smith, the presenter, retired to Pinehurst after a distinguished career as a 
pastor and educator.  Bill is known to many Seven Lakers, having been one of the regular 
members of the preaching rotation at the Chapel in the Pines.  A few weeks ago, he wrote 
a stimulating article in The Pilot on Muslims in the United States.   His presentation, which 
will expand on the article, is entitled The Muslim Challenge.     
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The óformatô for the session follows: 
  9am  Refreshments 
  9:15  Presentation of information 
10:10   Optional break, refreshments 
10:20  Speaker/participant dialogue 
 

For further information, please contact Don Welch (673-6701 or Bill Mamel (673-8970). 
 
The next Forum will be conducted on Thursday, November 15, 2007.  

 

****** 

Architectural Review Committee 

Bill Mamel  

Regular meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month.  The current members: 

Jim Ballew Jerry Lewin  Bud Sales Ed Schempp   Denise Duncan  (Advisor) 

Gene Lentz Paul Nicholas  Ray Sibiga Bob Williams 

 

Road Rights-of-Way (Easements) 

The road rights-of-way in most of the Seven Lakes West community are approximately sixty (60) 

feet wide, thirty (30) feet of which is the actual impervious street surface.  The remaining thirty (30) 

feet is divided about equally on each side of most the streets, leaving an unpaved portion of the 

right-of-way.  This unpaved portion extends about fifteen (15) feet from the impervious street 

surface to the property line.  Although many residents have elected to place shrubbery, flowers, 

rocks and other forms of landscaping objects on the unpaved portion of rights-of-way, the 

Association may at any time exercise its right of ownership of the rights-of-way to improve the 

infrastructure or accommodate utility work.  Language related to rights-of-way may be found in 

Article IV of the Covenants and also Section 5.2.3 of the Rules and Regulations.  Although the 

rights-of-way are SLWLA property, regular care of the unpaved rights-of-way adjacent to a 

residents‘ properties, by the property owners, improves the aesthetic appearance of the overall 

community and enhances the ‗curb appeal‘ of the individual properties.    

 

Revised Standards for Design and Construction 

As noted in the minutes of the Board Work Session conducted on September 11, the ARC is 

authorized to implement the technical and procedural language of the revised version, 2.0.  

Association members who wish to review the details of the Standards may do so by contacting 

Denise Duncan at the WSPCC.  The Standards are not retroactive and affect new construction only. 

 

Houses under construction now number (49), with (4) requests for approval pending.  Seventeen (17) 

renovations or additions are in various stages of completion.  Several Certificates of Occupancy are 

pending which will reduce the number of houses actually under construction. Three (3) permits were 

issued for new construction during the month of September: 

Lot 6048    131 Beacon Ridge Drive Finishline Construction  (Sikkila)         

Lot 3204 107 Owens   Gene White  Ethan Somero 

Lot 6184 142 Banbridge   Alderman  DWA 

 

Construction activity    

SLWLA members living in the vicinity of new house construction, renovations or additions should 

be alert to non-compliance actions or breaches of the legal documents of the Association by persons 

associated with construction activities.  Special attention should be paid to tree removal and 

improper drainage and erosion control.  If there is concern as to a questionable practice or activity, 

please contact the SLWLA manager.     ****** 
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Lake and Dam Director  

Mary Anne Fewkes 

 

Johnson Point- In the past year, we have worked hard to improve the appearance and quality of 

Johnson Pt. (i.e. New picnic tables, new dock at launching ramp). Now, thanks to a generous 

donation from an anonymous donor, and with the guidance and hard work of Betty Milligan, we 

have added beautiful plantings to the landscape.  

 

Several people have written and asked what will happen at Johnson Pt. when the water level is 

lowered. I have asked Bruce Keyser, Ed Cockman, Terry Riddle and Ron Shepard to be on a 

committee to address issues related to the launching ramp and boat docks. I will be meeting with this 

group in early October. 

 

Dam- 

There has been much speculation as to the dam. Sometimes speculation can work against us. For 

example, the Pilot recently ran an article containing misinformation regarding our current situation.  

The most damaging had to do with the suggestion that there was ―slumping‖ (a precursor to dam 

failure) present. As a result, Steve Cook (NCDENR), who has regional responsibility for our dam, 

made a surprise visit on September 18
th

, expecting to see slumping. Slumping has not occurred. We 

are not dealing with an emergency, but are proactively following the recommendations of our state-

licensed dam engineering consultants. In addition, the road over the dam was closed to prevent 

further damage while the dam is still safe for water impoundment. This is a proactive measure, not 

one mandated by the state as implied by the Pilot article. I spoke to Steve on September 25
th

 and 

explained the misinformation contained in the Pilot article. Steve was relieved, and, after seeing the 

dam, he now plans to do his full inspection within the next few months. 

There have been questions about the dam engineering firm that has been chosen to analyze the data 

and to advise us on courses of action. We do need the best available consultant because of the height 

and breadth of our dam and its definition as high hazard. Dr. Dan Marks of Marks (co. name) has 

been repeatedly researched and selected by past and present SLWLA boards. He is consulted by 

other dam engineering firms, teaches dam engineers, and has the respect of NC State regulatory 

officials. We believe that he is the best available for our situation. 

 

Lake- I will be putting together some additional committees related to the lake and lowered water 

levels. If you have an interest or special expertise, please send me an email. 

****** 
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Bank 
Type Amount Rate Maturity Date  

     BB&T  CD $40,587.09  5.13% 1/24/2008 

 

CD $29,113.14  5.10% 12/1/2007 

 

CD $38,718.56  4.95% 9/16/2007 

     Subtotal BB&T 

 

$108,418.79  

  

     
Centura CD $54,709.17  5.17% 2/26/2008 

     Subtotal Centura 

 
$54,709.17  

  

     
First Bank Checking $14,792.40  0.15% 

 

 

Money Market $37,968.96  4.34% 

 

 

CD $1,405.44  4.75% 5/23/2008 

     Subtotal First Bank 

 

$54,166.80  

  

     
Merrill Lynch  Money Market  $      319,675.83  4.60% 

 

     * CD  $        97,000.00  5.00% 12/15/2008 

* CD  $        97,000.00  5.00% 12/8/2008 

* CD  $        97,000.00  5.33% 12/13/2007 

* CD  $        97,000.00  5.33% 12/13/200 

* CD  $        97,000.00  4.90% 11/16/2007 

* CD  $        97,000.00  4.80% 2/25/2008 

* CD  $        97,000.00  4.85% 8/19/2008 

* CD  $        95,000.00  4.85% 2/19/2008 

* CD  $        95,000.00  4.90% 11/14/2007 

     Subtotal Merrill Lynch 

 
$1,188,675.83  

  

     UVest CD $90,000.00  5.00% 8/16/2008 

 

CD $95,000.00  5.00% 8/17/2008 

 

CD $95,000.00  5.05% 8/15/2008 

 

CD $90,000.00  5.00% 8/15/2008 

Subtotal Uvest 

 
$370,000.00  

  

     
Total All Accounts 

 

$1,775,970.59  

  

     
Summary 

    Check Account Total  $          14,792.40  

   CD Total  $    1,403,533.40  

   Money Market Total  $       357,644.79  

   

     
Total All Accounts $1,775,970.59  

   

August 07 Fund Status ï Submitted by Holly Foster 

 

 

August 07 Fund Status ï Submitted by Holly Foster 
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Area Rep Update 

Ed Tuton, Board Liaison 

 

 

There have been several changes to the Area Representativesô list. Please check the following 

for these changes.  http://www.sevenlakeswest.org/area%20reps.htm 

 

 

 

****** 

 

 

 

 

 

Beautification Committee Chair 

Betty Milligan  

 

Because of the thoughtful and generous donation to Johnson Point, the entrance has been 

changed, beautified, and is now one of the most appealing in Moore County.  It is beautiful!!!   

Not only does the entrance have a new face lift, the flag pole area has been changed with new 

plant material and enlarged as well. 
  

Do take a drive down to Johnson Point, and check out the entrance. Be sure to  walk out to the 

flagpole, have a seat on the bench and enjoy the new plantings and surroundings. 
  

Speaking of entrances...so often we hear the words "curb appeal."   Some questions that we 

may want to ask ourselves when entering our own property are:,  

 Am I  happy with the way the front of my house looks?   

 Is  my property neat and tidy?  

 Are pinecones and sticks in my yard?  

 Are the grass and weeds too tall?  

 Am I mowing enough?  

 Am I  maintaining the lawn to the street?  

 Does pinestraw need to be replaced?  

 Do the dead flowers need to be removed?  

 Is my yard too busy with "yard art?"  

By working together, Seven Lakes West  will continue to be  the desirable neighborhood 

that we call "home. "   

 

 

           

****** 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sevenlakeswest.org/area%20reps.htm


 9 

 

Community News  
 
 

In September the Bloodmobile exceeded goal with 65 productive units collected, including 
6 most welcome new donors. The large number of preregistered donors ensured timely 
processing. The next blood drive at Seven Lakes will be on Wednesday, 14 November from 1 
to 6 pm . Please come and join regulars: Bunny Germain, Diane Klingensmith, Susan Kopynec 
and Max Mattoon in " The Gift of Life".  
-Jack Lynn 

******  
 

EMS Telephone BooksÂÏÏËÓȣȢȢ 
EMS Telephone Directory Update  

The gathering of data necessary to produce a complete and accurate directory for 
2008 has begun. This director y includes the Seven Lakes North, South and West 
communities. If you have never been in the directory and wish to be, or if you 
ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ ÄÅÌÅÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÒ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓȟ ÓÔÏÐ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ,ÁÎÄÏ×ÎÅÒÓȭ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ .ÏÒÔÈ ÓÉÄÅ 
or the West Side Park Community Center and compl ete one of the forms. The 
deadline is November 1. If you have any questions, call Doreen Smith 673 -0945  

 
 
 

******  
 

Fall Mixer  
 
Come and meet your neighbors at the Six Annual Fall B.Y.O.B. Mixer at West Side Park 
Community Center on Sunday, October 28, 2007 at 4:30 p.m.  This popular get together is 
sponsored by the Women of Seven Lakes and chaired by Ginny Long and Peggy McCallum. 
 
4ÉÃËÅÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÎÌÙ Αυ ÐÅÒ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÁÎÄ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÅ ÁÎ ÁÒÒÁÙ ÏÆ ÓÕÍÐÔÕÏÕÓ ÈÏÒÓ ÄȭÏÅÕÒÖÅÓȢ  Tickets will 
be available at the Women of Seven Lakes General Meeting at 1 p.m. on September 6 th 
and October 4 th .   Tickets will also be sold at the West mail house between 3 and 5pm on 
/ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρπȟ ρρ Ǫ ρς ÁÎÄ /ÃÔÏÂÅÒ ρχȟ ρψȟ ÁÎÄ ρωȢ  )Æ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÕÎÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÙÏÕÒ ÔÉÃËÅÔÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÉÌ 
houses, contact Ginny Long, 673-3890 or Peggy McCallum, 673-1506.   Get your tickets early, 
they go fast.   
 Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 28 and bring your favorite beverage (coke, tea or 
whatever) and enjoy great food, great conversation and a chance to meet your neighbors.  
Singles Welcome.   

******  
 
 

  
The Village of 7 Lakes Gallery opens a new show of hanging art and photographs on  
Wed., Oct. 3, 1 -4 PM.  The Gallery spot lights local artists, professional as well as hobbyists and 
is a community outreach program located in the St. Mary Magdalene building on 7 Lakes Dr.  
Hours are Wed. and Thurs. 1 - 4 PM. 
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The exhibit which will hang thru the holidays will be collected Mon., Nov. 26, 3 - 5 PM with 
show opening Nov. 28.  All interested photographers and artists are encouraged to participate.   
  
Plans for the future include crafts demonstrations, SO if you have an unusual craft you would 
care to display some winter Wed. or Thurs.,  let a committee person know.  See you at the 
Gallery. 
For information, call: Carol, 0356, Magda, 1865, Helen, 6347. 
  

 ******  
 

  
 

ATTENTION:   New Home Owners.   The Women of Seven Lakes would like to welcome you to 
the communities with a tote bag full of helpful information, area merchant coupons and gifts.  
If you have not received a welcoming bag please call one of the following women. 
North Side:     Jean Alfano                  673-2478 
South Side:     Joan Herrmann     673-2249 
                        Lois Newsham     673-0002 
West Side:       Jean Riley            673-3856 
                        Janet Baker           673-1644 
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Calendar of Events ï October  2007 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Every Wed. 

 

Bookmobile 

WSPCC  Parking 

Lot  

 

2:10-2:50 

 

Thursday, October 4   

 

Women of Seven Lakes: 

Program:     Fire Safety ï Protect yourself  

                      from fires and falls  

Speaker:      Cal Loy, Seven Lakes Volunteer  

                      Fire Department 

NCH 1 pm 

 

Thursday, October 4 Seven Lakes Lions   

Speaker: Dr. Darrell Simpkins-Sandhills 

Emergency Physicians 

Subject: ñCPR can save a lifeò 

Public Welcome  

 

WSPCC 6 pm 

Friday, October 5 Beer Tasting Event WSPCC 7 pm 

Saturday, October 6 SL Sailing Club   BYOB Sequoia 5 pm 

Tuesday, October,  9 SLWLA Board  open work session WSPCC 8 am 

Tuesday, October 15 Area Rep Meeting WSPCC  

Lower level 

7 pm 

Thursday, October 18 Seven Lakes Forum 

Speaker:  Dr. William E. Smith 

Topic: The Muslim Challenge 

WSPCC 9 am 

Thursday, October 18 Seven Lakes Lions  Business Meeting 

 Speaker: To be Announced (Watch Posting in 

mail house)  Public Always Welcome 

 

WSPCC 6 pm 

Saturday, October 20 SL Sailing Club Johnson Point 5 pm 

 

Tuesday, October 23 SLW LA General Meeting WSPCC 7:30 pm 

 

Sunday, October 28 Women of Seven Lakes- Sixth Annual  Fall 

Mixeré. BYOB 

WSPCC 4:30 pm 

Wednesday, October 31 Trunk of Treat  WSPCC 5:30 pm 

Community Newsletter Input: Next deadline ïOctober  26,  2007
 

Contact Betsy Mikula, editor    betsyolivermikula@nc.rr.com 

 
Breaking News and Emergency information is placed 

on home page as soon as received. 

www.sevenlakeswest.org 
 

mailto:betsymikula@nc.rr.com
http://www.sevenlakeswest.org/

