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In This Issue  From The Presidentôs Corner 

Three things are coming up in the month of May that should be of interest 

to Association members.   

First, the Board is working through the process of deciding how 

Community Management will be accomplished going forward.  Weôre a 

community of about 900 resident homes and 900+ undeveloped lots.  We are as 

large as, or larger than, some of the incorporated towns in the area.  Our 

community has been able to make tremendous strides, on the backs of ñwillingò 

volunteers.  I continually wonder at what point do we begin asking too much of 

volunteers?  Not sure what the answer is; however, I view the decision on 

community management as part of that answer.  With 900 homes now, what is the 

best method of management when we reach 1200 homes?  In my view thatôs what 

the Board needs to think about in deciding a course of action.  On the other 

handðthatôs why they get paid the big bucks! 

Second, you will receive a Covenant Change ballot in the next few days 

asking for a vote on removing language that prohibits mail boxes in Seven Lakes 

West.  Please read the materials you receive and VOTE.  Remember, the vote is 

on covenant language, not on which way you want mail delivered.  A vote in 

favor of the language removal will simply allow your Board the flexibility to 

make an appropriate decision when the time arrives.  The Board is in favor of 

removal of this language, but itôs your choice, please VOTE. 

Third, you will also receive a registration form/invoice that contains 

information on your Association holdings, vehicles, boats, and other fee based 

assignments.  It is my hope youôll appreciate not having to write all this 

information on a blank formðas youôve done in the past.  Additionally, my hope 

is that the registration process will move smoothly with minimal waiting time.  

However, it may take us some time to work out any kinks in the registration 

process.  So, please correct any inaccuracies on your registration form and weôll 

try to move you through the process as rapidly as possible. 

Finally, an atôta boy (and girl) to the Sports Club!  They coordinated the 

placement of 5,000 bream into Lake Auman the last week of April.     

 

Until next time...warm regards.   Jim Haggard    
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Lake/Dam/Environment 

Mary Anne Fewkes, Director 

 
LAKE:  

 

BOAT PATROL - 

 

Lake Patrol Captains for 2008 are Ed Cockman and Don Smith. The lake is for the enjoyment of all. 

Please follow the rules and be courteous to your Lake community.  

 

BOAT REGISTRATION - 

 

The Boat registration process is expected to go smoothly. Each person registering a boat must sign a 

waiver (in regard to rules and liability) which will be included in your packet.   

Furthermore, boats must show the proper insurance in order to be registered. The rules have not 

changed. Please check the SLWLA website for more information. We do remind you that standard 

homeownersô insurance covers boats only up to 45 HP rather than 50H.P. Boats with more than 50 

HP will need a rider on their homeowner policy or a separate boaters policy.  

 

Dam: 

 

DAM UPDATE -  

 

Back in September of 2007, the state (both Raleigh and Fayetteville DENR) received all the 

documentation showing the need for and the extent of remediation. The work to date is the result of 

several yearsô effort. The specific plans for remediation will be presented to the state in early May. 

The stateôs engineering review of our proposal is extremely comprehensive and is in all practical 

sense a second opinion.  

 

The lake draw down is still being discussed and it appears that, under the plan, we may be able to 

make repairs with a minimal reduction of lake level 

 

Dr. Dan Marks will be coming to speak to the community at a general meeting before the work begins 

on the dam.  

 

The issue of reopening the Dam or how to make recreational use of the Dam will be revisited after the 

completion of remediation and further seepage analysis. A decision will then be made by the Board 

based on technical recommendations. 

 

Our remediation plan is timely, itôs on track, and weôre working well with the state. 

  

Interruption of the process at this point could seriously set us back on timing and cost. We are relying 

on the experts to steer us in the right direction. 
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Communications Team 

                                                         Mary Price, Chair  

 

Cast Your Ballot ï Itôs Important 

 
When you receive your package from the Landowners Association, it will contain 

important information.  You will receive your dues statement, registration for boats 

and vehicles, and an updated information sheet. 

 

You will also receive a ballot to vote on a change to the covenants for Seven Lakes 

West.  To make a covenant change, 67% of the landowners must agree to the change.  

The vote you are being asked to cast deletes Section 10, (AKA Article IX in certain 

published versions). This article currently prohibits mailboxes, thus eliminating the possibility of 

curbside delivery.   

 

Two things have to happen to have curbside delivery.  If the first one, changing the covenants, does 

not receive a 67% positive vote, the second one doesnôt matter. 

 

The second thing that has to happen is an agreement by the Postal Service to deliver the mail to 

curbside mailboxes.  In the past, The Postal Service has been consistent in its refusal to do this.  If the 

USPS refuses again, the covenant change will only make it easier to revisit this at some time in the 

distant future. 

 

Unless both of these things happen, your Board cannot make curbside delivery happen. 

 

There are pros and cons to both curbside delivery and to mail houses.  You will receive information in 

your package concerning the two options. The Long Range Planning Committee has put together this 

information for you to consider.  The following is a preview of the pros and cons which will be in 

detail in your package. 

 

Feasibility:  To date, the USPS has been unwilling to grant curbside delivery.  Currently, with 

additional facts, the USPS has agreed to reconsider our request.  Location is a problem if we 

need to build mail houses.  There is land at West Side Park and at the East Gate. 

 

Cost:  There is cost associated with both plans.  This is covered in detail in the information 

from Long Range Planning 

 

Safety:  Curbside delivery involves slow moving USPS vehicles making frequent stops.  

Traffic around mail houses is also a problem. 

 

Aesthetics:  Beauty is in the eye of the beholder.  Some people will find a row of mailboxes 

less than pleasing, while others may object to mail houses. 

 

Convenience:  Curbside delivery is very convenient.  Having two mail houses would improve 

mail house convenience.  Packages will need to be picked up at the Post Office with curbside 

delivery.  A better designed mail house would facilitate picking up packages there. 

 

Theft/Privacy:  Mail houses are more secure than curbside mailboxes.(cont. next page) 
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Maintenance/Damage:  Both have maintenance and damage concerns.  Maintaining shoulder 

roads becomes more difficult, and more maintenance may fall to the property owner.  Mail 

houses also require maintenance and the grounds surrounding the mail house must reflect the 

high values of the community.  Curbside boxes are more susceptible to vandalism and 

damage. 

 

Communications:  The central mail house accommodates distribution of news/minutes, ticket 

sales, and promotes community interaction.  This would not work with curbside delivery. 

 

These are ideas to consider when you vote.  Your Landowners Board and the Long Range 

Planning Committee strongly recommend a ñYesò vote on the covenant change.  You 

may want to consider removing this restriction to give the Board leeway to act in the future, 

even if you are not in favor of mailboxes at this time.  This is your decision.  If you choose 

not to vote, that will essentially be a ñNoò vote.   

 

 

 

 

Honoring  Our Volunteers! 

 
Don Shereda, Volunteer of the Month 

Interview by Betsy Mikula & Janet Taylor 

 

 

A volunteer is someone who 

serves in a community primarily 

because he  chooses to do so. 

When we approached Don 

Shereda for this interview, his 

reaction immediately was, òWhy 

Me?ò Why? Because he  fits the 

description of a volunteer  

perfectly. 

 

Don was born in Detroit, 

Michigan. He and wife, Nancy, 

went to the same high school, 

but did not meet there. They 

actually met at a McDonaldôs 

 where the sign outside said 

ò250,000 hamburgers soldò. Don said from that statistic you know it was quite a while ago. 

 

He graduated from The University of Detroit as an Aerospace Engineer . It was  an accelerated 

program, with only 13 in the class. Donô entire career , as a civilian, was for or the US Air Force at 

Wright-Patterson AFB in Dayton, Ohio.  Nancy and Don have three daughters  and six  

grandchildren; which brings a great smile to his face. 

 

Before retiring in 1997, Don stopped in 1995 to see his sister who lives in Pinewild.. He liked the 

area, so she suggested that he and Nancy might like to look at Seven Lakes. They took a look and 

after touring one house for about 25 minutes, Don was smitten.   (cont. next page) 

 

Don at one of the computers he installed at WSCC 
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They went back to Dayton, Don made  an offer, and they moved here Thanksgiving week  in 1996.  

(Don did go back to Dayton to finish 6 more weeks of work) Nancy was very supportive, but their 

three girls were not as happyé they have since  moved to Tucson, Cincinnati, and Bowling Green. 

Nan and Don moved in Thanksgiving week of 1996.  

 

With his degree,  it was a natural for Don to join the Aeromodelers Club. He serves as editor of its 

Newsletter.  The club members fly on Wednesdays  and Fridays at Candor.  Don is also an active 

member of the Sailing Club.  Owning a pontoon boat, wind surfer, canoe, ski boat, and sailboat, he 

would have to belong. This is another reason Don wanted to be on the lake. Don also thoroughly 

enjoys refereeing soccer and volleyball. He has been an active member of the Seven Lakes Computer 

Club, often being its featured speaker. 

Nancy Shereda has also been an active volunteer. She is an Area Rep, and active in both her church 

and the Seven Lakes Garden Club. 

Donôs first computer was a Coleco Adam. The Coleco Adam was a home 

computer which was an attempt, in the early 1980s, by American toy 

manufacturer Coleco to follow on the success of its ColecoVision game 

console. The Adam was not very successful, partly because of early 

production problems. But it was enough to get Don hookedéand he has 

been ever since. 

If at one time or another youôve had a computer problem, you probably have been referred to Don 

Shereda . Don Shereda is a volunteer without peer in the realm of computers.  He is an expert with 

hardware problems. If he doesnôt have the answer, he will find it. Don, originally  recommended  

the computers  at the Westside Community Center. Then of course, he installed them and networked 

them as well. 
 

Four years ago, Don got a call from another local computer enthusiast, Jules Skalski,. Jules asked, 

ñhow do you install memory in a computer?ò  And from that question a great friendship developed.  

Jules has since processed more than 300 complete computer systems and distributed, installed, and 

maintained the usable computer systems, in schools, churches, senior citizen homes and Women in 

Crisis and recycled the rest. Don was an able helper  during this time. Jules has since moved from 

Seven Lakes to Pinehurst, but Don continues to answer the call to people in need. 
 

You might wonder what can be done with old computers. Don is a bit more selective now than he 

once was. He will  accept computers with XP operating system, but no longer accepts old   monitors. 

Don will clean up the donated computers which  are then given to those in need.  

(ed note: I have received at least 4 computers for those who really needed them). 

Don does everything with great  enthusiasm and  in a most positive manner. 

Yes, Don, you are a true volunteeréif someone needs help, you are there! 

 

 

 

A form has been placed on the website asking residents to send in the 

name(s) of those people they want to recommend as Volunteer of the 

MonthéMost of you have someone in mind that you think deserves to 

be designated as such.  The Communications Committee really needs 

your inputéCheck the web, fill out the forméand THANK YOU! 
         

 


