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From The Presidentôs Corner 

 

This is my first article as President of your Association.  Iôve debated 

whether it would be more appropriate to leave the talking, and writing, 

to others while I listen and learn.  Unfortunately for you, Iôve decided 

it is a responsibility of the President to periodically make comments 

about the status of our community.  So each month Iôll include in the 

Newsletter my perspective on the community, based on items I think 

are of importance to you.  So here goes. 

 

Having had all of 3 weeks of experience in office, Rules and 

Regulations (R&Rs) are very much on the minds of the residents.  

Some residents are concerned that we arenôt enforcing the R&Rs and 

others are concerned because we are overzealous in their enforcement.   

 

In my view, we have a set of R&Rs and we must make every practical 

effort to enforce them.   If, by sensibly enforcing the rules, we find 

that some are unfair or no longer applicable, then the Bylaws or 

Covenants define the process to change them.  But nowhere does it 

specify that we should ignore some and enforce others. 

 

A sampling of member concerns are: (1) the lack of enforcement of 

ñUse of Roadsò and ñPrivate Propertyò rules; and (2) too much 

enforcement of rules associated with ñUse of Common Propertyò.   

To be more specific, violation of speed limit rules on our roads, 

violation of storage and building rules on privately held lots, and 

finally, enforcement of rules associated with security deposits for 

Johnson Point and the Community Center. 

 
  (cont. next page) 
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So, what are possible remedies for these problems?  Hereôs my view: 

 

 Speed Limit Violations:  Weôll begin a process of informing the community of 

the problem, indicate the seriousness of the problem, and implement an 

enforcement program that starts small and continues to increase incrementally 

until violations are reduced to a manageable level.  There are two reasons for 

addressing this problem: (1) its a safety issue and (2) it jeopardizes the integrity 

of the Lake Auman dam.   

 Private Property Violations:  These violations encompass a wide range of ills, 

some significant and others nothing more than a possible eye sore. I think the 

answer, to these types of violations, is the creation of a Tracking System that 

maintains a record of instances of non-compliance: Date, time and details of a 

violation, action taken to correct the instances on non-compliance, dates the 

violation is monitored for resolution, and the date the violation is successfully 

resolved.  The Tracking System will periodically produce a report which lists all 

violations. The report can be used by our Compliance Officer, Board Members, 

and appropriate committees to ensure that violations and actions taken are 

tracked to the successful closure of all violations.  

 Common Property Rules Enforcement:  The Community Center and Johnson 

Point (JP) amenities are second to none.  Members can reserve these facilities at 

no cost by making a small, returnable, security deposit for each reservation.  Up 

to now members could reserve, say, JP, for as many days of the year as they 

wanted by simply writing a $50 check and having the check move from one 

reservation date to another.  If the reservation was not used, no big deal, after all 

itôs a small community and informality is preferred over strict structure.  

However, something happened along the wayðweôre no longer a small 

community.  With almost 900 homes, we need to put in place an equitable 

procedure to ensure everyone has the opportunity to reserve and use our 

common facilities.  In that regard, changes have been made to require a $50 

returnable deposit for each reservation made at JP.  For example, if you reserve 

all 3 gazebos at JP for 3 separate days, a $450 security deposit will be required 

($50 per gazebo per reservation)ðin this case, a $150 of the deposit will be 

returned to you after each reservation date goes by.   

 

Is it fair?  Depends on your point of view.  It is in accordance with rules we have 

had but simply havenôt been enforcing.  One thing you can be sure oféthe rules will 

be applied impartially.  Case in point: The Sports Club and Sailing Club reserve JP 

and/or the Community Center several times a year.  In the past, they had not been 

required to provide a deposit for either facility.  However, the Clubs must now 

provide the deposits just like any other member(s) or organizations in the 

community.  Bear in mind that these two clubs alone donate, in money or labor, the 

equivalent of thousands and thousands of dollars each year to this community.  Is 

that fair? Probably not. But itôs the rule.   

 

      So until next timeéwarm regards.   

     
    Jim Haggard  
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Community Manager 

Tony Robertson 

 

Itôs that time again ! 
  

    During the first week of May, all landowners will be mailed their annual dues statement along with 

other very valuable information. When you receive this information, we  ask that you take a few 

minutes of your valuable time to read it thoroughly. 

 

    This year we will be trying a new way to hopefully help the registration process go smoother and 

faster. The registration area will be set up in the Activity Room here at the landowners Office. We ask 

that if you plan to take care of your registration here at Westside Park, that you do so between 

the hours of 10:00 AM and 5:00PM Monday thru Thursday and 10;00 AM and 4:00 PM on 

Friday. Of course if you have to come earlier, the office opens at 9:00 and we will be glad to help you 

at that time. 

     When you come to pay your dues, register your boats, trailers, autos etc. we ask that you please 

bring the following information with you: 

  

    The 2007-2008 Member Application form - Completed 

    To get new windshield decals for cars, trucks, RV'S, etc. - Copies of current vehicle    

     registration card 

    The 2007-2008 Boat/Renewal Registration Form - Completed 

  

    To Renew Boats: 

  

    Proof of ownership (ownership must be in the name of the landowner). 

    Proof of liability Insurance in the amount of (at least) $100,000. 

    Copy of current registration card for boat trailer . 

  

We ask that you please not ask the office staff to issue decals for cars, boats, RV's, trailers, etc. without 

completing the proper registration forms and providing the required information. We will not be able 

to honor your request until we receive all of the required information. 

  

Hopefully this year will be smooth and efficient, and if may assist you or answer any questions for 

you, please give us a call or stop by. 

    

******  

 

 

Secretary 

Ed Tuton  

 

 

Looking for a few good men and women: 

We are in the process of reorganizing the Area Rep program. If you are interested in learning more or 

are ready to join this great group you are invited to attend a meeting on Monday, May 14
th
 at 7PM at 

the WSPCC in the activity room. If you are unable to attend but would like more information or just 

wish to volunteer  please contact me at 673-1822 or email etuton2007@nc.rr.com. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:etuton2007@nc.rr.com
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Summary of Board Actions  

Work Session April 10  2007 

 

Å Accepted minutes of Organizational meeting of April 2nd. 

Å Accepted check detail for March, 2007 

Å Approved establishment of a Communications Committee. 

Å Approved open work sessions of board. 

Å Approved installation of speed bumps at dam. 

 

******  

 

 

 

Recreation   

Jo Nicholas 

The Recreation Committee will be holding an organizational meeting on Monday, May 7 to select 

events to occur for the following year.  We will keep the community posted on upcoming events.  If 

you would like to serve on this great committee contact Jo Nicholas at 673-3604.   

On behalf of the committee we would like to thank Betty Milligan for organizing many exciting 

events last year.  We look forward to having many more.    

If any of you are interested in the Tennis Committee, please contact Betty as she will be the liaison for 

that committee to the Recreation Director. 

Thanks for your involvement in the community. 

******  

 

 

Architectural Review Committee 

Bill Mamel  

 

Regular meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month.  The current members: 

Jim Ballew Jerry Lewin  Bud Sales Ed Schempp   Denise Duncan  (Advisor) 

Gene Lentz Paul Nicholas  Ray Sibiga Bob Williams 

 

The final draft of revisions to the Standards for Design and Construction is being reviewed in concert 

with the developer.  Upon receiving approval, the draft will be submitted to the Board for approval and 

ARC implementation. 

 

Effective May 1, 2007, the Compliance Officer will be checking satellite and other antennae 

installations for compliance with the requirements as stated in the Covenants, Rules and Regulations, 

and Standards for Design and Construction.  SLWLA resident members not in compliance will be 

notified and requested to bring the installation into compliance.  The Officer will also be alert to 

above-ground propane tanks which are not properly screened with vegetation or other material.  
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As stated in the Presidentôs message in this issue of the Newsletter, a data base in support of 

administrative and other functions of the SLWLA will have as a part of its function, the ability to  

ótrackô and record activities.  The ótracking systemô will allow the ARC to be more efficient        

in monitoring and recording activities taking place on active construction sites. 

  

Houses under construction now number 60, with 6 renovations /additions.  

 

Permits issued in April: 

 
Lot 5181   119 James Drive Bartlett Construction 

Lot 3 (Brent Brook)  318 Longleaf Drive Seldomridge Construction 

Lot 70 (Morgan Wood)  550 Morgan Wood Burns Building 

Lot 12 (Pine Knoll)  120 Wren Tree Court Landmark Homes 

Lot 5680   361 Longleaf Drive Kurst Construction  (Renovation) 

   
 

SLWLA members living in the vicinity of new house construction, renovations or additions should be alert to 

non-compliance actions or breaches of the legal documents of the Association by persons associated with 

construction activities.  Special attention should be paid to tree removal and improper drainage and erosion 

control.  If there is concern as to a questionable practice or activity, please contact the SLWLA manager.  

 

******  

 

 
   

 

 
Seven Lakes Forum 

 
The next Forum is scheduled for Thursday, May 17, 2007, on the upper level of the West Side Park 
Community Center.  Refreshments will be available at 9AM, with the formal session beginning at 
9:15.  Participants should plan for about a two-hour session.  All women and men from Seven Lakes, 
and their guests, are invited to attend. 
 
Don Welch, currently the senior pastor at the Church in the Pines, Seven Lakes, will present the 
topic entitled Worldwide Fundamentalism.  For those of us who know Don and have heard him 
speak, this Forum should be an unforgettable experience. 
 
The óformatô for the session follows: 
  9am  Refreshments 
  9:15  Presentation of information 
10:10   Break, refreshments 
10:20  Speaker/participant dialogue 
 
For further information, please contact Bill Mamel (673-8970). 
 
 
This is the final Forum for this season.  The next Forum will be conducted on Thursday, 
September 20, 2007.  Have a safe and pleasant summer.    
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Lake/Environment/Dam 
Mary Anne Fewkes 

 

 

  

 

 

Learn To Sail 

 

From Paul Kirs t 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

******  

 

 

From Paul Kirst  

Results of the quarterly lake water chemistry testing came in just after the last newsletter was 

published.  At the risk of sounding redundant, our water quality is excellent and as good as it has ever 

been.  All of the test results back to 1995 when testing began can be found on the Seven Lakes West 

Landowners Association website under the heading of Lake Auman.  Testing for bacteria potentially 

harmful to swimmers will be conducted prior to Memorial Day Weekend.  

** ****  

Ahoy sailors and wannabee sailors.  The Seven Lakes Sailing Club will be offering its annual learn to 

sail course the week of June 4
th
.  The course meets Monday through Friday from 9 AM to Noon.  The 

cost of the course is only $25 plus an instructional book available at The Bookshop by the Lakes.  We 

provide the boats, but you must be a member of the sailing club and 16 or older to take the course.  All 

land owners on North, South and West Sides are eligible to join.  Annual family membership is 

available for $20.  For a membership application call or email Paul Kirst at 673-8998 or 

boathouse@nc.rr.com   To sign up for the course, send a check for $25 per person made out to SLSC 

to Paul Kirst at 3094 Seven Lakes West.  The course is limited to 10 students so that we can maintain a 

ratio of two students per instructor.  Donôt wait, the course usually fills quickly.     

 

******  

 

Note from the Lake Management Committee.   

To all fisherpersons:  Please note that you may not keep bluegills no matter how big they are.  

The large bluegills are our breeder stock.  You are encouraged to keep any and all catfish you 

catch.  They are delicious grilled, fried or baked.  And never return any pickerel of any size to 

Lake Auman waters.  Largemouth Bass size limits and creel limits are listed in the Rules and 

Regulation.  Please keep in mind that Bass are moving onto their spawning nests now and should 

be released if caught through the end of May. 

                                          Safety on Lake Auman at Night 
 

Several people have asked about lights on their boats at night. Boat lights help you and other 

boaters determine which is the give-way boat when encountering each other at night.  All 

boats must be equipped with the  proper navigational lights on Lake Auman when away 

from the dock between sunset and sunrise. 

 

The required lights are red and green sidelights visible from a distance of at least one 

mile on a dark clear night.  In addition, you're required to have an all-round white 

light that is at least 3.3 ft. higher than the sidelights. The red and green lights are also 

called combination lights because they are visible to another boat approaching from 

the side or head on. The red light indicates a boat's port (left) side and the green light 

indicates a boat's starboard (right) side. When you see a red and white light, you must 

give way to the other boat. when you see a green and white  light, you have the right 

away, but proceed with caution in case the other boat is clueless on to how to proceed. 

When you see only a white light, you are overtaking another boat. You may go around 

it on either side, but once again, proceed with caution.  

 

For your safety and the safety of others please make sure that your boat is properly 

equipped. 

mailto:boathouse@nc.rr.com
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What s Happening - in the Long Range Planning Committee 

George Jenner 

  

Your Long Range Planning Committee, in coordination with the Board of Director's Vision Statement 

is working to design long range goals for the community.  It is our intention to use a computerized 

system to develop an orderly and easy to understand plan which will be dynamic rather than fixed and 

will reflect the communities vision of the future and of our place here in the greater Seven Lakes. 

  

The Seven Lakes West Side Landowners Association   

Long Range Planning committee 

  

Vision Statement - Enable the Seven Lakes West Landowners Association to plan for the future 

while fully engaging all stakeholders in the process.  

Mission Statement - The Long Range Planning committee is a facilitator and caretaker of the long 

range planning process. We will work to focus the energy and talent of the SLWLA, standing 

committees and the managing agent on the strategic priorities of the community to preserve and 

enhance the quality of life for current and future SLWLA members. We will do this by: 

       Developing a long range planning process  

       Developing a long range plan, in coordination with the SLWLA Board of Directors, 

committees, managing agent and SLWLA members.  

       Overseeing the plan execution  

       Monitoring and evaluating the plan for performance  

  

Values - We Value 

 
·       Honesty  

·       Innovation  

·       Integrity  

·       Open Communication  

·       Open mindedness  

·       Respect  

·       Teamwork  

 

******  

 

Infrastructure Director  

Ray MacKay 

 

  BOAT STORAGE IN LONGLEAF LOT:  

 The Countyôs Water Tower Painting project has been completed.  If you moved your boat 

during that process, please return it to its assigned bay ASAP.  

  

LOST AND FOUND:  

 No one has claimed the light gray RV wheel cover found blowing around in the Boat & Trailer 

Storage yard last month.  Call Ray MacKay to identify and claim it. 
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Johnson Point Coordinator 

Patti Cleary 

 

The picnic season is upon us and there are some changes to the existing rules regarding the 

reservations for Johnson Point. 

 

Existing rules: 

Members: A $50 deposit is required at the time of reservation. (Refundable if all clean up is done 

and trash is removed)  

Revised rules: 

Members: A $50 deposit per gazebo is required at the time of reservation for each date the gazebos are 

reserved. (Refundable if all clean up is done and trash is removed) 

Commercial: A $150 fee (non-refundable) to be paid at time of reservation. 

 

Note: All deposits and fees will be deposited in the bank and a refund (if applicable) will be made by 

check.   The staff has been notified that cash will not be accepted. 

 

 

******  

 

 

 

From  Betsy Mikula,     Web Manager 

If you havenôt checked the website www.sevenlakeswest.org , give it a try. The pages on the 

website are updated when new information is received  and include:  

 

 Home;   where breaking news is placed 

in a marquee; Just recently it highlighted 

Speeding on Dam; now highlights  the 

message from Tony Robertson about 

what residents need when registering 

boats autos, rvs 

 Roster;  Board members and associates;  

their phone numbers and email 

addresses 

 Calendar of meetings; General, work, 

special 

 Documents;   PDF Format (portable 

document file) By-Laws, Rules & 

Regulations, etc. 

 Minutes; PDF format  

 Newsletters;  PDF Format 

 Information for 60+  

 Area Reps 

 Social/Recreation 

 Long Range Planning  

 Seven Lakes Facts  

 Lake Auman Info  

 Parents Page ; NEWLY ADDED 

 Photogallery; always need new photos 

 In Memory; Newly added 

 Seven Lakes Weather  

 Seven Lakes Civic Group  

 and the ever omnipresent GOOGLE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sevenlakeswest.org/
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Treasurer;        
Kathy Kirst 

The monthly Fund Status Report for the month of March  2007 

 

BANK TYPE AMOUNT  RATE 

MATURITY 

DATE TERM 

      BB&T CD $40,592.81  5.13% 1/24/2008 10 mos. 

  CD $28,260.65  5.19% 5/1/2007 7 mos. 

  CD $38,718.56  4.95% 9/16/2007 7 mon. 

      Sub Total 

 

$107,572.02  

   

      CENTURA CD $52,692.90  5.45% 8/1/2007 13 mos. 

  CD $54,709.17  5.17% 2/26/2008 12 mos. 

      Sub Total 

 

$107,402.07  

   

      FIRST BANK Checking $19,847.66  0.15%     

  Money Market $97,847.42  4.34%     

  CD $1,376.50  5.03% 5/23/2007 12 mos. 

      Sub Total 

 

$119,071.58  

   

      

MERRILL LYNCH  Money Market 

 $            

180,071.64  4.60%     

            

  CD 

 $              

97,000.00  4.85% 5/10/2007 6 mos. 

  CD 

 $              

97,000.00  4.90% 5/15/2007 6 mos. 

  CD 

 $              

96,000.00  4.90% 8/1/2007 9 mos. 

  CD 

 $              

95,000.00  5.00% 8/9/2007 1 year 

  CD 

 $              

96,000.00  4.90% 8/15/2007 9 mos. 

  CD 

 $              

95,000.00  5.00% 8/16/2007 1 year 

  CD 

 $              

95,000.00  4.90% 11/14/2007 1 year 

      Sub Total 

 

$851,071.64  

   

      GRAND TOTAL    $1,185,117.31  

   

      CHECKING ACCT. 

TOTAL  

 $              

19,847.66  

AVERAGE 

RATE 0.15% 

          

  

CD TOTAL  

 $            

887,350.59    4.50% 

          

  

MONEY MARKET  

 $            

277,919.06    4.50% 

  TOTAL        

  GRAND TOTAL  $1,185,117.31    4.79% 
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Speeding on Lake Auman dam is no joke 
Bud Sales 

 
Recently, members of the Westside community participated in a survey of the current 

speeding conditions on our roads. Radar stations were set up on each of five selected 

places within the community for twelve continuous hours each. A total of 2,800 vehicles were 

counted and their speed recorded. Of that total, 140 were clocked at speeds in excess of 15 mph 

over the posted speed limit. The survey was conducted to define the problem, not solve it. 

 

About five years ago, our Lake Auman Dam engineer strongly advised us to limit speeds on the 

dam to 25 mph since vibrations caused by vehicles traveling the roadway at higher speeds were 

detrimental to the internal integrity of the dam. As Co-Chair of the Lake Auman Management 

Committee, I asked to have the dam roadway included in the survey of the speed on our Lake Auman 

Dam roadway. It isnôt easy to maintain 25 mph on the dam as we all know. But it isnôt impossible and 

excessive speed equals future problems and significant costs. 

 

You should find it to be quite disturbing to hear that only forty-four, out of 529 vehicles counted 

that day, actually traveled across the dam at, or below, the posted speed limit while 230 

exceeded 35 mph and thirty vehicles were traveling at 45 mph or better. Then there were 

the four jerks at 50 mph, one at 51 mph, and the head idiot was clocked at 55 mph. 

 

It was disturbing to note that vehicles headed toward the dam actually tended to increase their 

speed, once they were on the dam, by about 20-25%. This was almost universal. When 

three or four readings of a vehicle that passed the end of the dam doing 30 mph were taken, 

it was noted that by the time the vehicle was out of range on the dam it was traveling at 35-40 

mph. 

 

Now, it would be easy to laugh these numbers off but, if given the choice between the integrity of the 

dam and the personal convenience of those using, or abusing, the roadway across it, I believe most 

members of the community would vote for the dam.  

 

Lake Auman is our crown jewel, after all. This assumption gives us three options: 

 

1. If you travel across the dam you can voluntarily observe 

the 25 mph speed limit, or involuntarily if we can convince 

the sheriff to vigorously enforce the limit. 

 

2.You can vote for about a $1 million assessment, about 

$600 per lot, to reroute the roadway below the dam. 

 

3.You can take the long way around after we are forced to 

recommend that the roadway be closed to all vehicular traffic. 

 

You might think about these options each time you drive across the dam. . . Drop your 

speed to 25 mph, set your cruise control and enjoy the view. 

 
******  
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Community Notices 
 

BALLROOM DANCING AT WEST PARK  

 

Like to Dance?  Want to ñcut-a-rugò but donôt remember the 

basics?  A 6-week ñNewcomersò Ballroom dancing class will 

be held at West Park Community center, on Friday 

afternoonsðif there is enough interest.  A professional dance 

instructor will introduce the young at heart, of all ages, the 

basics of several Ballroom dances.  If interested in joining this 

introductory class please contact Kay Haggard at 246-8232.  A 

partner is not required. 

 

 

 
 

 

******  

 

                 Cooking with Carmela- 1:00-3:00 p.m. 

ñ Summer Entertainingò 

Saturday, May 12, 2007         

Seven Lakes Westside Community Center 

 

Carmela Chase, West Side resident,  will be featuring several fast, easy, and cool dishes for 

summer entertaining. A sample of some of the recipes featured will be a cold yellow pepper 

soup with cilantro puree, gingered chicken salad, celery and apple salad Dijon, and a 

strawberry tart with Mascarpone cheese and aged balsamic vinegar. There will be a 

demonstration and tasting. Participants will receive copies of all the recipes presented. Cost 

is $10.00. For information, and to register for the program,   call 673-1180 beginning 

Thursday, 

 May 3.  

******  

 

Village Art Gallery  

 
All of you painters and photographers choose two of your framed, wired [with screw eyes], ready to 

hang pieces for a June - July show at the Village Gallery, St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church, 

Seven Lakes Dr.  ñMY FAVORITE THINGSò is the theme.  Delivery date will appear in the June 

issue of the news letter. 

 

Application forms are available at the church during gallery hours, Wednesdays, 2 - 5 and Saturdays, 1 - 4.  In 

order to have proper name cards for your entries, we request the forms be returned at least one week prior to 

show opening.  Forms may be mailed to Ms. Melva Johnston, 2047 Seven Lakes So., West End, NC 27376 or 

left at the gallery.  Gallery sitting at least one day is required. 

 

This is the final show until autumn and your pictures should be seen.  More information?  Ring Carol, 0356 or 

Helen, 6347. 
 

******  

 

 

The Women of Seven Lakesô Welcome Committee visits new homeowners, 

providing a bag with information from area clubs, organizations and merchants.  If you are 

a new homeowner on the West Side and would like a visit, please call Jean Reilly, 673-3856 

 

  ******  


